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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 
Collective Worship Resources  
Picture News this week explores the impact of tourism, with a focus on people climbing Everest 
in Nepal, and the ethical implications, highlighting some key biblical texts.  Resources are 
attached. 
 
Picture News worship focuses on Birdwatch, a UK-wide citizen science project held every 
January which illustrates the importance of caring for God’s creation. Resources are attached: 
Picture News Worship and Primary Picture News Resource.  
 
Picture News have shared a new resource about hopes and dreams, beginning with the story of 
23-year-old British climber, Adriana Brownlee, who has been the youngest woman to summit 
the world’s 14 highest mountains, and linking her remarkable story to God’s presence with us, 
and the strength that he gives to help us achieve ambitious goals that inspire others. 
 
Picture News have also shared a new resource about the floods in Spain, which could be useful 
for springboard for exploring how people can best help one another, in the context of collective 
worship reflecting on this tragic situation. 
 
The Picture News Impact Awards celebrate the incredible ways children, schools, and 
communities are making a real difference.  Further details of their Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Awards are attached.  
 
 
 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/picture-news-tourism.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/picture-news-worship.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/primary-picture-news-resource.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fhopes-and-dreams.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fpicture-news---floods.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/picture-news-impact-awards.pdf
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Free Lent Collecive Worship Resource – Living Hope  
Elizabeth Howat from the Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award has been in touch to share 
details of a new collective worship resource for Lent, entitled ‘Living Hope’.  Details are 
attached. 
 
Inspirational Acoustic Guitar Playing 
If you’re searching a new piece of instrumental music that will inspire your pupils, perhaps as 
they are entering the school hall for collective worship, you might like to invite them to listen to 
this: Somewhere Over The Rainbow | Tommy Emmanuel (youtube.com). 
 
Picture News Worship – Wisdom & Human Interactions 
Picture News have put together a couple of PowerPoint presentations, for use in collective 
worship and PSHCE, exploring the importance of wisdom and how this applies to our 
interactions with one another, as attached. 
Picture News Worship 
Primary Picture News Resource England CW 
 
World Changer  
As many of you are exploring courageous advocacy in your primary schools, you might like to 
try this new worship song from Alive Family Worship called ‘World Changer’, which has some 
actions to it.  Coventry Diocese featured the song prominently in a huge worship celebration for 
all their schools at NAEC Stoneleigh in the summer term, and I thought our children would enjoy 
singing it too.  Here’s the live recording - (6) World Changers @ ALIVE 2023-WITH LYRICS - 
YouTube and here is a lower key recording, which you might find more useful for teaching 
children the words and actions in the first instance - (35) World Changer - Family Worship Song 
- YouTube. 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
Consultation on Draft Government Guidance for Schools and Colleges: Gender 
Questioning Children 

The Church of England Education Office has welcomed the publication of this draft guidance 
and responded to the Government consultation. The CEEO response identifies a number of 
areas where the Government can add clarity, including around a robust requirement for 
pastoral support for individuals and families, and to ensure that the guidance is aligned to the 
findings of the Independent Review of Gender Identity Services for Children and Young 
People led by Dr Hilary Cass.  Additionally, CEEO has advised the Government that the legal 
assertions included need unpacking to give school leaders more confidence that their actions 
won't be contested if they follow the guidance. 
 
Consultation On the Way Ofsted Inspects  
Ofsted has opened a consultation on the way it inspects.  Professionals, parents, carers and 
learners are invited to respond - Improving the way Ofsted inspects education - GOV.UK. 
 
WNC 2026-2027 Term Date Consultation 
West Northamptonshire Council is consulting on term dates for 2026-2027.  Further details are 
attached. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cHeNscKZN0
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/picture-news-worship-7-october.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/primary-picture-news-resource-england-cw.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKE9U7Tj_QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKE9U7Tj_QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8rP6X94qPY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8rP6X94qPY
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fconsultations%2Fimproving-the-way-ofsted-inspects-education&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C858bed7b99f64989124f08dd4443c31d%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638741780086648971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PRDzNyIlMhQ%2FlihuNKtFwS%2FLCYn4E%2BQNem0a19cxrR0%3D&reserved=0
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/wnc-2026-2027-term-date-consultation.pdf
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DBE 
 
A Letter of Welcome for Parents / Carers New to Church Of England Schools 
Archdeacon Richard Ormston, Chair of the Diocesan Board of Education, has provided a letter 
of welcome to parents / carers new to Church of England schools in Peterborough Diocese, as 
attached.  Please email this out to all parents / carers who are new to your school. 
 
Here for You  
You are very welcome to get in touch with any member of the Diocesan Education Team at any 

time; our email addresses are below: 

Director - peter.cantley@peterborough-diocese.org.uk  
Associate Director – andrew.read@peterborough-diocese.org.uk  
Assistant Director - jane.lewis@peterborough-diocese.org.uk  
Religious Education Adviser – ziggy.brown@peterborough-diocese.org.uk  
Schools’ Effectiveness Adviser - andrew.lakatos@peterborough-diocese.org.uk   
Schools’ Safeguarding Adviser - lesley.pollard@peterborough-diocese.org.uk  
Executive Administrator - education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
Administrator - louise.ross@peterborough-diocese.org.uk  
Finance Officer - mark.bedford@peterborough-diocese.org.uk. 
 
Joining a Strong Multi-Academy Trust 
68 of our 103 schools are now academies. Whilst we actively uphold a mixed economy in 
Peterborough Diocese, we believe that most schools are best served, and are best placed to 
serve other schools, by being part of a strong multi-academy trust. If you would like to request a 
presentation for your governing body about academy conversion, your multi-academy trust 
options and the necessary due diligence required to justify an academy conversion proposal to 
the Diocesan Board of Education, please contact education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk.  
Our ‘Diocesan Strategy’ in relation to academy conversion can be found here: diocesan-
strategy-academy-conversion-strategy-.pdf 
 
Letter of Safeguarding Assurance 
Please find attached an important confirmation letter of safe recruitment checks and Enhanced 
Disclosure and Barring Service status, for visits to school sites from Diocesan Education Staff 
and Diocesan Schools Consultants.  It is very important that you keep a copy of this with your 
Single Central Register for Ofsted purposes.  DBE staff and consultants do not need to be 
accompanied by school staff on school premises, but are expected to always behave in a 
professional manner, following the Diocesan Staff Code of Conduct, and in keeping with each 
school’s own safeguarding requirements. 
 
New Year Letter For All Staff, Governors, Parents/Carers, Pupils and Associated Clergy 
Please find attached a New Year letter from Archdeacon Richard, Chair of the Diocesan Board 
of Education, for emailing to all your staff, governors, parents / carers, pupils and clergy 
contacts. 
 
Praying For You  
We always begin our DBE and DBE Committee meetings with prayers for particular schools and 
colleagues. If you have a matter which you would like to draw to our attention for prayer, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch. Also, this year has been designated by Bishop Debbie as a year 
of prayer and we look forward to sharing a special school prayer with you each week; further 
details are attached. 
 
 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fa-letter-to-parents-and-carers.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:peter.cantley@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:andrew.read@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:jane.lewis@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:ziggy.brown@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:andrew.lakatos@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:lesley.pollard@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:louise.ross@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:mark.bedford@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/diocesan-strategy-academy-conversion-strategy-.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/diocesan-strategy-academy-conversion-strategy-.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/2024-letter-of-safeguarding-assurance.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/new-year-letter.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/2025-year-of-prayer.pdf
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Welcome to Tish Shah 
Taking over from Alex and fielding all emails to our education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
email address is our new Executive Administrator, Tish Shah, from Pertemps.  Tish will be with 
us for the next twenty weeks, working alongside Louise Ross, and we hope you enjoy 
corresponding with Tish and receiving his support. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
 
Cop 28 & Eco Schools  
The Pope’s recent address to Cop 28, as read out by Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal 
Parolin, can be found here: Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Conference of Parties 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28) (2 December 2023) | 
Francis (vatican.va).   It was reported on by the BBC here: Pope Francis calls for end to fossil 
fuels at COP28 in Dubai - BBC News and a full recording can be found here: 2023.02.12 
Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin delivers Pope Francis’ speech at the COP28 - 
YouTube.  It would make for an excellent discussion with pupils and students in religious 
education, science and collective worship. 
 
Eco Schools  
Eco Schools have now launched their 'cut your carbon' campaign for schools. For further 
information see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgQhaO2wYvw. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EVENTS 
 
Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award 
The Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award offers a programme that develops courageous 
advocacy, leadership and character.  It’s a very popular award which has been run in over 
1,000 schools nationwide.  You can find out more through AYLA’s free online sessions this term 
for both primary and secondary schools via AYLA Events (archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk).  
 
Cathedral Education Team 
The Cathedral’s latest School Visit Brochure can be found here - 
SchoolVisitBrochure24_A4_12pp[53].pdf (peterborough-cathedral.org.uk) - a range of exciting 
and engaging activities using the Cathedral as an inspirational resource!  To contact the 
Education Team at Peterborough Cathedral, to find out more and book a school visit email 
schoolvisits@peterborough-cathedral.org.uk.  We hope that every child in a Church of England 
school in Peterborough Diocese will have at least one opportunity in their school years to visit 
Peterborough Cathedral.   
 
Christian Aid 
Alison Brown from Christian Aid has written to say: ‘Christian Aid celebrates its 80th anniversary 
this year and of course the usual Christian Aid Week will have an extra celebratory feel to it. We 
would be delighted if you could encourage your schools to support the work of Christian Aid 
through fundraising.  The Big Spring Sing Easter focus provides a useful lead into Christian Aid 
week so that any fundraising is informed by the wider work of Christian Aid and underpinned by 
the Christian faith that informs it. Likewise Beyond the Bake Sale helps to frame fundraising in a 
wider perspective so that it is clear that it is just one aspect of working towards eradicating 
poverty. We also have collective worship resources for Christian Aid Week which your schools 
might find helpful. 
 

mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2023/december/documents/20231202-dubai-cop28.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2023/december/documents/20231202-dubai-cop28.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2023/december/documents/20231202-dubai-cop28.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-67599985
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-67599985
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xF4AgpYjhws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xF4AgpYjhws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xF4AgpYjhws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgQhaO2wYvw
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/events
https://www.peterborough-cathedral.org.uk/userfiles/SchoolVisitBrochure24_A4_12pp%5b53%5d.pdf
mailto:schoolvisits@peterborough-cathedral.org.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.christianaid.org.uk%2Fget-involved%2Fschools%2Fbig-spring-sing-landing-page&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498630822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lASclGf2a1DN2jkeHq4c9VeX4fluzTdTdK8vt2UYNdM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.christianaid.org.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2023-12%2Fj375279-beyond-the-bake-sale.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498654352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IUSyGC0JaLfTnU8X0njd2%2BZvlgvqX92spfqMEU99I3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.christianaid.org.uk%2Fget-involved%2Fschools%2Fchristian-aid-week-school-resources&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498678039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rJUJLN%2By6R1%2FCLgy%2F8i4ES8gk7deaUT8QBJcOOSjuBk%3D&reserved=0
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In the first week of March we are holding our second exhibition of pupils’ art work in the Houses 
of Parliament, called Creative for Climate Justice. Like last year we anticipate a really good 
number of MPs visiting the exhibition and being guided round by pupils from a number of 
schools from all around the country. It is a prestigious event which enables the young people 
from both primary and secondary schools to engage directly with MPs to share their concerns. 
We are intending to run this project again next year although we don’t yet know if the exhibition 
will be before or after Christmas. So, as and when we are able to inform of the exact date we 
would be very grateful if you could encourage your schools to take part.’ 
 
ExpertEd 
ExpertEd is offering an evening Midweek Maths series in March - four live, interactive, evening 
webinars for children and their parents in Years 5 & 6, and also an afternoon Q&A with Britain’s 
first Astronaut, Helen Sharman, exploring how she became an astronaut and what is it like to 
leave Earth in a rocket and live on a space station.  Further details are attached. 
ExpertEd Midweek Maths Letter for Parents 
ExpertEd Primary School Events  
 
ExpertEd Impact Report 
Many of our schools have benefitted from participating in Oundle School’s ExpertEd programme 
over the last year.  An impact report on the 2023-2024 programme is attached. 
 
Fatima Whitbread MBE – Inaugural One Voice Summit 
Fatima Whitbread, who was abandoned as a baby and spent fourteen years in children’s homes 
where she was badly treated, and yet went to become an World Championships gold medalist, 
an Olympic medal winner and a reality TV star (Fatima Whitbread - YouTube).  She now runs 
an amazing charity, Fatima’s UK Campaign (Fatima’s UK Campaign), and would like to invite 
you to attend an Inaugural Once Voice Summit on the 23rd and 24th April at The Guildhall in 
London.  The aim of this is to bring together a wide range of professionals who are engaged 
with supporting vulnerable young people in the care system and care leavers, in order to 
support collaboration and to share good practice, so that vulnerable young people can thrive 
and reach their full potential.  Further details are attached. 
 
Headteachers’ Conferences 
For the first time, we have no less than three professors in our conference line-up: Guy Claxton, 
Toby Greany and David Hopkins.  They are just three of a remarkable collection of gifted 
conference speakers with national and international reputations, which also includes the truly 
remarkable Dr Krish Kandiah OBE.  The biographies of all the conference speakers for the year 
ahead are attached.  
13 November 2024 
7 March 2025 
12 June 2025 
We look forward to welcoming you once again to Kettering Park Hotel for our termly 
conferences this year.  Bookings can be made via dbe-course--conference-and-consultancy-
programme-2024-25.pdf (d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net) and education@peterborough-
diocese.org.uk.  
 
National Younger Leadership Groups 2024-2025, Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award 
Webinars & Follow The Star Collective Worship Resource 
Elizabeth Howat, Head of Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award, has been in touch to extend an 
invitation to schools for pupils to join the National Younger Leadership Groups 2024-2025, and 
for staff to attend the free twilight Archbishops’ Award Information Webinars, and to share a 
brand new collective worship resource with schools – Follow The Star, Calm and 
Bright.  Further details are attached. 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/expert-ed-maths.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/expert-ed-primary-events.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/experted-impact-report.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fresults%3Fsearch_query%3DFatima%2BWhitbread&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498580071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uTIq4Byju77K88Wt0LkaPcTB0usNfCbOf%2BzjgNAGc1I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fatimascampaign.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498605827%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bq1GpKtJgrjmkT7fGbq3Hv3xW9d6PQ4J5XVbNU5Zs6g%3D&reserved=0
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/fatima-s-uk-campaign---one-voice-summit.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/biographies-of-headteachers--conference-speakers-november.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/biographies-of-headteachers--conference-speakers-november.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/biographies-of-headteachers--conference-speakers-june.pdf
mailto:dbe-course--conference-and-consultancy-programme-2024-25.pdf%20(d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net)
mailto:dbe-course--conference-and-consultancy-programme-2024-25.pdf%20(d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net)
mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/national-younder-leadersship-groups-invitation.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/national-younger-leadership-groups.pdf
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New Diocesan Network Group for Teachers and Headteachers Responsible for Collective 
Worship in Primary Schools 
A new network group will begin this academic year for staff with responsibility for leading on 
collective worship in schools.  Please note that this will not include RE, although we recognise 
that the member of staff leading on collective worship may well be the same person who leads 
on RE.  The purpose of the network meeting will be to support us as we seek to deliver 
collective worship in our schools that enables the spiritual flourishing of all in our school 
community. There will be times for sharing good practice and learning from one another, as well 
as opportunities to explore new resources and focus on what spiritual flourishing means in our 
individual school contexts. The termly meetings are scheduled to take place on Zoom and will 
last for an hour. The dates are October 8th, January 16th and May 8th, from 4.00pm – 
5.00pm.  It would be helpful if you receive this email, but are not the collective worship lead in 
your school, that you pass on to them the details about this group. Reminders about the 
network meeting and the Zoom link will be sent no more than a week before the scheduled 
meeting.  At the start of the summer term on April 24th there will be a training event to support 
the leadership of collective worship.  Further details in the training programme sent out to all 
schools. 
 
Next Headteachers’ Conference – The Learning Power Approach – 7th March  
We look forward to seeing over one hundred of you a week on Friday at Kettering Park Hotel for 
our spring term Headteachers’ Conference, 9.15am – 3.30pm (conference registration, coffee 
and refreshments from 8.45am).  Professor Guy Claxton will share the Learning Power 
Approach (LPA), a science-based method of teaching that has several desirable outcomes: 
greater engagement by students; higher levels of academic achievement; better preparation for 
further and higher education; and a stronger foundation for a fulfilling life. The approach blends 
a traditional valuing of rigour, grades and the acquisition of knowledge with a more progressive 
focus on the development of a useful set of transferable, positive learning dispositions such as 
resilience, independence, curiosity, collaboration and creativity.  At this conference, participants 
will study the foundations of the LPA, in both science and ethics, and then learn about the 
sequence of practical steps that can turn any classroom into an incubator of powerful learning. 
There will be plenty of time for discussion, questions to Guy, and exploring the implications for 
professional development in individual settings.  A copy of Guy’s biography is attached along 
with the full conference programme.  
 
No Place Like Home Art & Poetry Competition  
Krish Kandiah from the Sanctuary Foundation, who will be speaking at our Headteachers’ 
Conference in June, has been in touch to say: ‘The Sanctuary Foundation is proud to announce 
the launch of the ‘No Place Like Home’ art competition, a nationwide initiative celebrating the 
universal human longing for home and the profound impact of hospitality.  Open to all ages and 
artistic abilities, this competition invites participants to creatively interpret what ‘home’ means to 
them, shining a spotlight on the importance of welcome, belonging, and community.  The 
competition will showcase creativity across three age categories: Key Stage 1 and 2, Key Stage 
3, and Key Stage 4 and 5, expressed through poetry, painting, drawing, digital art, or mixed 
media.  Each entry should be accompanied by a brief explanation of the inspiration behind the 
work.’  Further details are attached. 
 
Peterborough Cathedral Service 2025 
Sometimes people in our churches and schools comment on how far Peterborough Cathedral is 
from many parts of the Diocese.  However, our Annual Service of Dedication and Thanksgiving 
is an event not to be missed.  The quality of the singing from our combined primary school and 
secondary school choirs is stupendous and lifts your heart to heaven.  The experience of 
worship in such a magnificent cathedral is an event that’s never forgotten, and leaves pupils 
and adults with a lifelong memory of a spiritual experience that is uplifting and inspiring.  So, 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/professor-guy-glaxton-biography.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fconference-programme---headteachers--conference-7-march-25.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/no-place-like-home.pdf
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may I encourage you to book seats for the children and young people in your school(s) for next 
year’s service, via education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk; the date is 7th October 2025.  Last 
year the service was fully booked by the summer term and several schools were then 
disappointed not to be able to book seats.  So, as they say, to avoid disappointment book 
early.  Primary schools are welcome to bring whole classes or year groups, and secondary 
schools are invited to bring up to 30 students each. 
 
Poetry Together – Uniting Young and Old Through the Joy of Poetry 
‘Poetry Together’ that brings together older people and younger people to perform poems they 
have learned by heart or have written themselves and share tea and cake.  Please find attached 
a letter of invitation to all Church of England schools in Northamptonshire, from Mrs Morcea 
Walker MBE DL, Poetry Together Champions Lead, with further details. 
 
Pupils are invited to write a poem based on the theme, 'friendship', not exceeding 14 lines or 
choose a poem with any theme to learn by heart, and then practise performing them. The next 
step is to arrange a get-together with the elderly community in your local area; this could be 
grandparents, a community group or local care home. You could invite them into school for 
afternoon tea or ask a care home's Activity Coordinator if you can visit them.  When holding 
your event and performing poems to one another, you are asked to take lots of pictures and 
videos (in accordance with photography permissions).  
 
An invitation to present your poem on ITV's This Morning and £200 worth of books for your 
school library could all be yours, if chosen by the organising group. 
 
School Chaplains’ Day at Oundle School  
Our School Chaplains Day on 21 May will be led by Professor Trevor Cooling at Oundle School.  
Trevor Cooling is Emeritus Professor of Christian Education at Canterbury Christ Church 
University.  He has enjoyed a long career in education, including roles as a teacher, a university 
theology lecturer, a diocesan adviser, the CEO of an educational charity, an author and finally 
as Director of the National Institute for Christian Education Research at Christ Church.  As in 
previous years, this will be a day of fellowship and training for all School Chaplains in 
Peterborough Diocese, from the independent, maintained and academies sectors, and for 
parish clergy who support schools in a chaplaincy capacity.  There will be a small charge of 
£17.50 per person to cover the cost of refreshments and lunch at Oundle School, but in all other 
respects this will be a free event.  To book a place simply click on the link in the attached flyer. 
 
St Philip’s Centre 
Helping our students’ understand the complexities of a multi-faith world and preparing them to 
be effective citizens in a very diverse UK society is undoubtedly one of our greatest 
challenges.  The St Philip’s Centre in Leicester has a great deal to offer in this respect, helping 
to enhance the quality of education in schools.  Ramila Chauhan from the St Philip’s Centre has 
been in touch with details of programmes and support packages they are offering, which are 
worthy of consideration. 
 

‘The Religion and Belief Roadshow presents a comprehensive school day event that enables 
pupils to explore a variety of faiths under one roof. We are fortunate to offer exposure to Baha’i, 
Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Humanist, Jain, Jewish, Muslim, Pagan, and Sikh faiths. Our aim is 
to have a presence of at least 6 faiths, with the goal of accommodating all nine whenever 
possible.  
  
The event is designed with a marketplace ambience, giving students the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in the sights, sounds and fragrant aspects of diverse cultures. Each faith is 
represented by a stall/table showcasing artefacts, manned by a practitioner available for student 

mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/poetry-together.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/school-chaplain-s-day.pdf
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inquiries. Additionally, a clothing tent showcases clothes worn by various faiths, accompanied 
by musical elements, making it a truly multi-sensory experience.  
The standard cost for this event is £2500, for a maximum of 300 children. This cost covers all 
expenses associated with the event day. This includes the presence of a DBS-checked and 
safeguarding-trained faith practitioner, faith-related artefacts for student exploration, any 
materials used in activities, our supervision throughout the visit, and all pre-event organizational 
tasks. However, we kindly request the school to provide refreshments and lunch for the delivery 
team. 
  
For a preview of the Roadshow program in action, please follow this link:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FDB2eqd3xE  
You can appreciate that the cost has gone up considerably since the last time we did the 
Roadshow for the Diocese, I have spoken to my manager and he has agreed to a price of 
£1500.  
 

I have attached our brochure which contains other programmes which may be of interest to your 
schools, particularly the Multi-Faith Carousel.  
 
Multi-Faith Carousel is a programme of up to 4 different faith practitioners delivering 
workshops simultaneously and rotating around different classrooms. This gives the children an 
opportunity to meet a faith practitioner, ask questions and more importantly see the similarities 
and differences between the different faiths. This works well with a year group. £80 per faith, 
per class + Travel (35 Max class size, duration 55 mins per class). 
 

Our charges cover all of our side of costs for the day – DBS checked, safeguarding trained faith 
practitioner, faith-related artefacts for the students to investigate, any materials we use in 
activities, our supervision of the visit on the day and all organisation beforehand. We offer these 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.’ 
 
Further details of these programmes and more are attached. 
 
The Parents Promise 
The Parents Promise The #ParentsPromise - Home (theparentspromise.org.uk)  have been in 
touch to say we are ‘writing to you to ask if you might help by filling in a very short survey that 
has been developed by the Positive Parenting Alliance to help with a very important schools 
initiative which we support. 
The Positive Parenting Alliance is a group of organisations, and individuals, who are looking to 
change the culture of separation for the better in the UK. They launched the Parents Promise in 
2021 and last year worked with some of the UKs largest organisations to change HR policies to 
better support separating families. This short video gives some background to the HR initiative 
and the Parents Promise website is here. 
  
Their next initiative is to look at separation in the context of schools: how does separation affect 
children? What support and protocols do schools have in place? and what further resources 
might be helpful? We'd love it if you could fill in this short survey and send it around to 
your school colleagues to help provide insight for the initiative. 
  
The survey is short and multiple choice in the main so should take a handful of minutes to 
complete and all information is confidential/anonymised. The insight gained will be invaluable 
and it will help the Alliance develop assets to aid schools, and parents, better support children 
during separation.  The aim is to launch the campaign in 2025.’ 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FDB2eqd3xE
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/st-philip-s-centre.pdf
https://theparentspromise.org.uk/
https://f.io/dVo7gJv5
https://theparentspromise.org.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PPromiseEducation24
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The Role of the Monarchy 
James Saunders Watson, Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, would be delighted to visit any 
of our schools in Northamptonshire, and to engage in a Q&A discussion with pupils regarding 
the role of the Monarchy.  Also, if your school has a significant anniversary or event, the Lord-
Lieutenant would be happy to visit and possibly to arrange for a representative of the Royal 
Family to also attend.  If this would be of interest, please contact me directly.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EXTERNAL TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Becoming The CEO 
The Be Ready Group (bereadygroup.org) is offering a transformational programme for aspiring, 
newly appointed and experienced CEOs from across the country, representing multi-academy 
trusts of all sizes and phases of education.  Further details are attached. 
 

Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Justice  
Last Wednesday evening, Elizabeth Olulari, National Education Lead for Racial Justice at the 
Church of England Education Office, explained the importance of these key EDIJ themes, which 
are foundational to Church school education.  She also highlighted some courses being run by 
the national team that may be of interest to school leaders particularly: the Inclusive Curriculum 
Leadership course - Courses - Foundation For Educational Leadership (cefel.org.uk) and the 
Leaders Like Us programme - Leaders Like Us - Foundation For Educational Leadership 
(cefel.org.uk). 
 
Happiness Clubs 
Charlotte Nobbs, our Children’s Mission Enabler, has been in touch to say: ‘With a New Year, 
we often need some fresh ideas for how we might engage with the children in our community. 
Happiness Clubs are our new wellbeing resources aimed at primary school aged children. 
These have been produced collaboratively by Hope Together and Peterborough Diocese. 
 
This is an amazing support for schools for all they are already doing with their children to 
promote their wellbeing.  
To find out more, we invite you to our launch webinar on Wednesday 5th February 2025, 
12.30-1.30pm or 7.30-8.30pm. 
 
Register for our webinar here https://forms.gle/zP8LZvdHZETwZZAZ9. 
 
Here are a few questions you may like answered: 
 

• Who might run Happiness Clubs?           
Happiness Clubs are designed so that volunteers from churches can support their local school 
or community group. The resources and training are available for free from Happiness Clubs 
For Children | The Wellbeing Journey.  
No special expertise is needed as the training videos and downloadable resources take you 
through all you need to know.  
 

• What do we mean by a ‘club’ in school? 
A Happiness Club can be run at lunchtime, after school...or at any other time! It involves a 
simple craft and a game around a theme, to help children to talk and explore skills that will help 
them to be happy through the ups and downs of life. Both the adult volunteers and the children 
learn together. 
 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/becoming-the-ceo.pdf
https://www.cefel.org.uk/Courses/
https://www.cefel.org.uk/leaderslikeus/
https://www.cefel.org.uk/leaderslikeus/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FzP8LZvdHZETwZZAZ9&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498702065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HC3i9RuCf%2Bf443n6rZWRhv8FdJ%2BpCAlp4HNV5wMyfmU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwellbeingjourney.org%2Fhappiness-clubs%2Fhappiness-clubs-for-children%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498724701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rfJK9wr0mXzH9%2Fhmxu8kXQM%2B1%2FSAuuZMWJxaTEKs9jw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwellbeingjourney.org%2Fhappiness-clubs%2Fhappiness-clubs-for-children%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498724701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rfJK9wr0mXzH9%2Fhmxu8kXQM%2B1%2FSAuuZMWJxaTEKs9jw%3D&reserved=0
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Please contact me if you have any further queries.’ 
 
Charlottle can be contacted via: charlotte.nobbs@peterborough-diocese.org.uk and mob. 07772 
816990. 
 
Hope for Families 
Hope for Families is a charity which improves childhood outcomes through effective parenting 
programmes.  Colleagues from many schools have commented very favourably on the quality of 
the charity’s work. Further details are attached, and for an informal exploratory conversation 
about how the charity could meet the needs of your parents, please contact Louise Willis via 
louise@hopeforfamilies.org.uk.  
 
Liverpool Hope University - Church School Governance Training Programme 
Liverpool Hope University will be running a 6-month online training programme, beginning in 
January. It is aimed at governors and trustees (directors) in both church schools and schools 
with a distinctively Christian ethos, providing support for governors and trustees (directors) 
committed to improving provision and outcomes for children and young people. The programme 
has been developed by experts in church school leadership, governance and inspection. 
Further details can be found here: Church School Governance Training Programme – Online. 
 
Northamptonshire Safeguarding Children Partnership 
Details of NSCP’s training courses for this school year are attached. 
 
NPQ SENCO 
There are some fully funded places available for the new NPQ SENCO, which is the new 
statutory qualification for SENCOs, but also available for school leaders. 
 
What is the NPQ SENCO?  
 

• A leadership level qualification, primarily for SENCOs, school leaders or aspiring 
SENCOs 

• A new qualification, replacing the previous NASENCO award and becoming the statutory 
qualification for all SENCOs. All SENCOs must now complete this qualification within 3 
years of beginning their role 

• Equips SENCOs with the cutting-edge expertise and leadership skills needed to navigate 
the evolving SEND landscape and champion inclusive practices within their schools 
 

You can read more about NPQ SENCO here. 
 
How can staff apply? 
Staff can apply for the NPQ SENCO qualification now by first completing the DfE registration 
here and choosing the Church of England as their provider.  
 
Register for an NPQ 
 
You’ll then received a personalised link to the application form. 
 
There is a video here with more information about the NPQ SENCO course - including delivery 
locations and options for those in small schools. 
 
NPQ SENCO - Find Out More 
 
If you’d like more information about the course please do email NPQ@churchofengland.org. 

mailto:charlotte.nobbs@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/hope-for-families.pdf
mailto:louise@hopeforfamilies.org.uk
https://www.hope.ac.uk/postgraduate/postgraduatecourses/churchschoolgovernancetrainingprogrammeonline/#:~:text=The%20Hope%20Church%20School%20Governance,for%20children%20and%20young%20people
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/nscp-training-bulletin.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nse.org.uk%2Ffoundation-for-educational-leadership%2Fnpq%2Fleadership-npqs&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C683c2bd07d1647b9eb1a08dd4a051ab9%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638749419096226912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1hjqnkw29zwZ80F7U4JoubM2%2FNbHzRwMGStvS%2FAyxuU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fregister-national-professional-qualifications.education.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C683c2bd07d1647b9eb1a08dd4a051ab9%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638749419096250585%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zr37oLVXZWtvEIvvbwmouZI6d79h64to9oWbXFRb2Hc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1046799762%2F6ea2a7c1db&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C683c2bd07d1647b9eb1a08dd4a051ab9%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638749419096270148%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rSXlOc2yxS3K50xnuOIWoCtWX4pRqYWbqtJjdvEvOXI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:NPQ@churchofengland.org
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NPQSmall 
For colleagues in small schools, those with under 150 pupils in primary and 800 in secondary 
there is a unique NPQSmall offer.  This is designed specifically for small schools in both content 
and delivery. There are NPQSmall versions of NPQH, NPQSL, NPQLT, NPQLBC and 
NPQSENCO. 
 
Benefits for staff: 

• Fully online – so no need for time consuming and expensive travel. 

• Flexibility of when to attend over half the sessions.  

• Case studies and materials relevant to a small school context. 

• Your qualification will have the same standing as our face to face NPQs.  
For more information about NPQSmall contact Richard Jackson or the NPQSmall team at 
NPQSmall@churchofengland.org to get involved and reserve some places on this exciting 
scheme. 
 
Peacemakers 
May I commend to you Peacemakers, a charity dedicated to sharing skills and strategies to 
grow peace in schools and communities.  They have nearly 40 years’ experience, working in 
hundreds of schools of all types, equipping pupils and the adults who work with them with the 
skills, knowledge and attitudes to build peace.  Thanks to a grant to promote peace education 
for 7-11 year-olds, Peacemakers can offer free support and some heavily subsidised training to 
primary schools for a limited time.  Further details are attached and an introductory animated 
video can be found here: (1) Peacemakers Peace Education Overview Animation - YouTube. 
 
Picture News Worship - Free Online Training 
Join Picture News this Tuesday, 21st January 4.00-4.45pm, for an interactive and engaging 
session, exploring how news from the world around us can support the development of 
courageous advocacy and spirituality in school.  Suitable for: SLT, primary teachers, both 
those currently using, and those interested in using Picture News Worship and those who’d like 
to develop spirituality through global awareness in school.  Register and full details here. 
 
Project Touchline 
A few years ago, Chris Andrew, Director of Project Touchline www.touchline.org.uk, presented 
at one of our Headteachers’ Conferences.  Since then, a number of our schools have worked 
with Project Touchline, which has brought demonstrable benefits for the pupils. 
 
I shared a phone call with Chris last week, and he provided a further update: ‘Our current 
programme of five whole days coaching is bespoke to individual school’s Christian vision, ethos, 
and values. We teach Christian values through sport and theologically underpin these values 
through Collective Worship. Children learn to show and experience their Christian values in 
ACTION through five progressive sports games with various levels. These are provided as 
inspiring 4K Films for teacher CPD/resources. 
 
These are the six key legacy benefits of our pioneering programme. 

1. Children learn how to win and lose, not be selfish in a team, work with children rather 
than their best friends, learn how to follow instructions and listen. 

2. Lunchtime Prayer Club - children choose to reflect, be still, learn to pray and draw close 
to God during for 15 minutes during lunchtime.  

3. Sports Values Ambassadors - years 5/6 volunteers teach your Christian values through 
the games to volunteers from Reception/KS1 during lunchtime.   

4. Inset CPD – two-hour delivery and legacy (twilight or inset). 
5. Teacher resources - games which link Collective Worship/RE and PE together. Watch 

here CPD to teach Christian Values through sport and across the curriculum 

mailto:NPQSmall@churchofengland.org
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/peacemakers-offer-leaflet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSIF7XCndSo
https://lkxyzt8p.r.eu-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fpicture-news.co.uk%2Ftraining-register%2Fwelcome-to-picture-news-worship/1/010b01946a70d279-72ea4d27-9fa5-4939-877e-f446d11b6798-000000/Brv7cl2cwdFsnQ78SpcIMCSJdHo=194
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.touchline.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498746915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vxxRv7zfGIvKy7UYyHl2qFbD3m77c9CnHxHagkiyFQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dkb0enUDG8zA&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498770039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jo60jKlDlP5784jGZLFpL0NhWWa5fhiTKl7q5X44nVg%3D&reserved=0
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6. Bespoke film - showcase your local church, school community, values, children and 
creative artwork. Watch here  Freeman's Endowed C of E Primary School, 
Wellingborough . 

 
We only work with a maximum of twenty-four (24) schools each academic year. 
If interested, please reach out to discuss pricing and options to secure a booking. It is an 
excellent way to prepare and support you for your next SIAMS inspection. We have worked with 
130 amazing schools to date – see England and Wales Map-Of-Schools. 
 
It is through linking Christian Faith, Values and Sport together the whole school community 
experiences “Living life in all its fullness” – John 10:10. I also attach an inspiring head teacher 
IMPACT statement from a legacy partnership last term.’ 
 
Springs Dance Company – Dancing Your Way Through RE 
Springs Dance Company have several workshops on offer for primary schools that are 
designed to bring aspects of the Christian faith to life through dance.  Further details are 
attached. 
Spring Dance Company  
Spring Dance Company – CREATION 
Spring Dance Company – EASTER 
Spring Dance Company – PARABLES  
 
Wellbeing  
Maria Brosnan, Founder of Pursuit Wellbeing (Home - Pursuit (pursuitwellbeing.com)), has 
been in touch to say… 
 

• We know that 89% of Headteachers are chronically stressed. (Education Support, 
Teacher Wellbeing Index, 2023).  

• We know that stress is an independent risk factor for coronary heart disease. (Wirtz, 
P.H., von Känel, R. Psychological Stress, Inflammation, and Coronary Heart Disease, 
2017).  

• We know that coronary heart disease is the number one cause of death in the UK and 
globally. (British Heart Foundation, 2021). 

 
We have developed a programme specifically for Headteachers, School Leaders and CEOs. It 
consists of 4 x two-hour sessions aimed at helping participants understand and reduce the 
impact of stress. By using wearable technology, participants can see these concepts in real-
time. The sessions are for individuals or small groups of 4 to 8 participants, and can be held in 
person or online. 
 
Further details are attached.  If you would like to join a Zoom call to meet with Maria and to hear 
more about what Pursuit Wellbeing has to offer, after school one afternoon for 30-40 minutes 
between 4.00-5.00pm, do let me know and I’ll include you in the Zoom invitation. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
GOVERNORS 
 
Charting The Course To Good Governance  
The NGA’s latest publication on good governance, entitled ‘Charting the course to good 
governance; common challenges’, is now available - erg-report-publication-final.pdf 
(nga.org.uk).  It is full of insightful advice and observations; a must read for any school 
governor. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DvrcRkVvjIHU%26list%3DPLCHifuCZJW2OCaxJ1Yp82WNBca71r31Mw%26index%3D13&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498793402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Myz5%2F4xr7sH1%2FlHiD%2Ff%2F92fZeOjjVswjo6MFv4ET6G4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DvrcRkVvjIHU%26list%3DPLCHifuCZJW2OCaxJ1Yp82WNBca71r31Mw%26index%3D13&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498793402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Myz5%2F4xr7sH1%2FlHiD%2Ff%2F92fZeOjjVswjo6MFv4ET6G4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.touchline.org.uk%2Fmap-of-schools%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouise.ross%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C870aa5cfe9364d26bdc208dd3ebc3142%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638735703498818320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KQMapju55AZ91WU9sOMq4Adp4mwoHlS6l4EcTe252FI%3D&reserved=0
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/project-touchline-impact---headteacher-testimonial.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/spring-dance-company.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/spring-dance-company---creation.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/spring-dance-company---easter.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/spring-dance-company---parables.pdf
https://pursuitwellbeing.com/
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/the-heart-health-wellbeing-programme-for-headteachers.pdf
https://www.nga.org.uk/media/iugnxhkx/erg-report-publication-final.pdf
https://www.nga.org.uk/media/iugnxhkx/erg-report-publication-final.pdf
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OFSTED AND SIAMS  
 
SIAMS 2024-2025 and Beyond 
A copy of the national annual SIAMS report and a copy of the SIAMS inspection list for 2024-25 

are attached.  Of course, we are not driven by an inspection compliance mentality; and we 

would like all our schools to be ‘excellent’ schools every day of the year, recognising that that 

‘excellence’ is a journey and not simply an outcome.  We continue to be one of the highest 

performing dioceses nationally, with a 100% J1 / good or better SIAMS inspection outcome 

across all our schools since 2018.  We look forward to working with you in the coming year to 

help you achieve and continue to achieve such remarkable standards, for the sake of all the 

children and young people in your care.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
POLICIES AND REPORTS 
 
Anti-Bullying Policy  
Please find attached  a model anti-bullying policy from Tony Stephens, which could be adapted 
to create a policy which would suit the vision and values of your school.  After 20 years as a 
Head, Tony has spent 15 years advising schools, while at the same time carrying out research 
into the features of schools that make them successful; this is one model policy, arising from 
Tony’s extensive experience and research. 
 
Disability Equality Scheme  
Please find attached a model document from Tony Stephens, regarding key principles for 
devising a disability equality scheme.  After 20 years as a Head, Tony has spent 15 years 
advising schools, while at the same time carrying out research into the features of schools that 
make them successful; this is one such paper, arising from Tony’s extensive experience and 
research. 
 
Flourishing for All – Church of England Anti-Bullying Guidance 
The new version of Flourishing for All is now live on the Church of England website: 
Anti-bullying guidance for Church of England schools | The Church of England.  The document 
has been updated as follows: 
 

• making it even clearer that this is just the beginning of a whole suite, with further sections 
to come, including the rationale for choosing the different sections 

• clarifying the importance of freedom of speech, especially on the basis of faith, making it 
clear that there is an expectation when exercising that right that the Church of England’s 
pastoral principles are adhered to 

• reiterating that the document is a specific guidance document for church schools on 
bullying, as befits their status as providers of state education with a distinctively Christian 
character. It is not to be read as a position paper by the Church of England on human 
sexuality and gender identity 

• clarifying that we do not expect primary schools to teach about sexual orientation and/ or 
sexual LGB relationships; we do encourage primary schools to share positive messaging 
around different family structures, including LGB families 

• updating the acronym LGBT+ to LGB/ GQ (when referring to children and young people) 
to make it even clearer that, in relation to children, we are only using the term ‘gender 
questioning’. This aligns with Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSiE) 2024 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/siams-annual-report-2023-24-amended.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/siams-inspection-list-2024-25.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fanti-bullying-policy.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fdisability-equality-scheme.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/education-and-schools/education-publications/anti-bullying-guidance-church-england-schools
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• updating the whole document in accordance with the newly published KCSiE 2024 
document 

• removing the definition of ‘transgender’ in the glossary so it is clearer that when the 
document refers to ‘transgender’, it is always referring to transgender adults.  

 
Leadership of Teaching and Learning  
Please find attached a model document from Tony Stephens, regarding the leadership of 
teaching and learning.  After 20 years as a Head, Tony has spent 15 years advising schools, 
while at the same time carrying out research into the features of schools that make them 
successful; these is one such paper, arising from Tony’s extensive experience and research. 
 
Race Equality Policy  
Ensuring that everyone in our schools is treated with respect and dignity, and committed to the 
same throughout their lifetime, is vital and represents an ongoing challenge to the depth, quality 
and influence of the education we provide.  To support you in you in this, please find attached 
sample race equality policy from educational consultant Tony Stephens.  I trust you find this 
helpful for reviewing and improving your own policy. 
 
School Leadership for Change  
Please find attached a paper from Tony Stephens about school leadership approaches to 
bringing about change.  After 20 years as a Head, Tony has spent 15 years advising schools, 
while at the same time carrying out research into the features of schools that make them 
successful; this is one such paper, arising from Tony’s extensive experience and research. 
 
Sir Martyn Oliver's speech – Confederation of School Trusts  
Sir Martyn Oliver, a former colleague to several of us in DRET and the DBE, as a former DRET 
Trustee himself, gave a speech to the Confederation of School Trusts on Friday.  It includes 
some very encouraging messages and confirmation that Ofsted is moving in the right direction 
under Sir Martyn’s leadership.  A complete copy of the speech can be found here: Sir Martyn 
Oliver’s speech to the Confederation of School Trusts - GOV.UK. 
 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development  
Please find attached a model policy, from Tony Stephens, regarding spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development.  After 20 years as a Head, Tony has spent 15 years advising schools, 
while at the same time carrying out research into the features of schools that make them 
successful; these is one such paper, arising from Tony’s extensive experience and research. 
 
Student Welfare and Inclusion  
Please find attached a model policy from Tony Stephens about student welfare and 
inclusion.  After 20 years as a Head, Tony has spent 15 years advising schools, while at the 
same time carrying out research into the features of schools that make them successful; this is 
one such paper, arising from Tony’s extensive experience and research. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RESOURCES   
 
A Million Children Living in Destitution in the Twelfth Most Prosperous Nation 
Last month the Joseph Rowntree Foundation reported (UK Poverty 2024: The essential guide to 
understanding poverty in the UK | Joseph Rowntree Foundation (jrf.org.uk)) that around 3.8 
million people in the UK, including 1 million children, experienced destitution in 2022, more than 
twice the proportion recorded in 2017.  Destitution is defined in the report as the deepest and 
most damaging form of poverty, where people cannot afford to meet their most basic physical 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fleadership-of-teaching-and-learning.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Frace-equality.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fschool-leadership-for-change.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-martyn-olivers-speech-to-the-confederation-of-school-trusts?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=cd809efd-d8a3-4b02-a6f0-546ab67bb9bf&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sir-martyn-olivers-speech-to-the-confederation-of-school-trusts?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=cd809efd-d8a3-4b02-a6f0-546ab67bb9bf&utm_content=daily
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fspiritual--moral--social-and-cultural-development.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fstudent-welfare-and-inclusion.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.jrf.org.uk/uk-poverty-2024-the-essential-guide-to-understanding-poverty-in-the-uk
https://www.jrf.org.uk/uk-poverty-2024-the-essential-guide-to-understanding-poverty-in-the-uk
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needs to stay warm, dry, clean and fed.   Such widespread levels of destitution, I’m sure we 
would all agree, are a national scandal.   
 
As we approach a General Election, we all need to be courageous and vocal advocates for the 
children in our care, and to play our part in helping to ensure that the political manifestos of all 
political parties address this national scandal.  In continually endeavouring to do everything 
possible to make a broken system work, as we have to, and then also often providing extra free 
school meals and running food banks etc., we run the risk of legitimising and giving credence to 
a deeply flawed system, if we don’t call out this injustice.  To govern is to choose and, quite 
simply, we need governments to make better choices. 
More than ever, we need to ensure we provide a transformational education and step up to the 
plate as principled leaders in our profession, without necessarily being party political.  We often 
associate Lent with a time of personal soul searching and this year especially it ought to be a 
time of national soul searching for us all.  If you would like to make your voice heard on this 
national injustice, may I encourage you to consider the advice offered by the Joint Public Issues 
Team What do you want to see in a General Election manifesto? – Joint Public Issues Team 
(jpit.uk). 
 
AI in Education  
May I draw your attention to the AI in Education website: Home | AI In Education.  AI in 
Education is a cross-sector initiative instigated by Bourne Education Trust (BET) and Epsom 
College.  It brings together senior and experienced figures who have worked in both the state 
and independent sectors.  They are motivated by a belief that if schools and colleges are to 
optimise the benefits of AI, they will need to supplement guidance from the government and 
tech industry to provide real-time, specific, and informed advice to the sector.  They believe it is 
imperative that we maximise the vast benefits of AI across education, whilst minimising the very 
real and present hazards and dangers. 
 
Academy & Schools News Update and Safeguarding Briefing 
Please also find attached the most recent Academy and School News Update from educational 
consultant Tony Stephens, and a Safeguarding Briefing and details of a safeguarding AI course 
from specialist safeguarding consultant Andrew Hall. 
 
Academy Trust Handbook 2024 & Schedule of Musts  
The DfE has published its 2024 Academy Trust Handbook, which came into effect on 1 
September and is available now as a PDF to download - Academy trust handbook 2024 
(publishing.service.gov.uk), along with a Schedule of Musts for all Chairs and Trustees - 
ATH_Schedule_of_Musts_2024.xlsx (live.com).  May I encourage all Chairs and Trustees to 
ensure that their Trusts are fully compliant with all the DfE’s essential requirements at the start 
of this new academic year, and to provide assurance of this for the Diocesan Board of 
Education. 
 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and schools 

news summaries, has also put together a template policy on Assessment, Recording  and 

Reporting, particularly with secondary schools in mind, as attached, but which primary 

colleagues may also find helpful. 

Attachment Theory, How Schools Can Become Attachment and Trauma Friendly, and a 
Help Guide 
Please find some attached advice on attachment theory from Tony Stephens, a paper from 
headteacher Stuart Guest on how schools can become attachment and trauma friendly, and a 
help guide written by Melinda Smith, Lawrence Robinson, Joanna Saisan and Jeane Segal. 

https://jpit.uk/hopesformanifestos
https://jpit.uk/hopesformanifestos
https://www.ai-in-education.co.uk/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fschool-news.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/safeguarding-briefing.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/safeguarding-and-ai.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66a3909aab418ab055592dda/Academy_trust_handbook_2024_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66a3909aab418ab055592dda/Academy_trust_handbook_2024_FINAL.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F66a26191ce1fd0da7b592d49%2FATH_Schedule_of_Musts_2024.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fassessment--recording-and-reporting.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Attachment Theory 
How Schools Can Become Attachment and Trauma Friendly  
Reactive Attachment Disorder and Other Attachment Issues   
 
Autistic Children  
Dr Craig Goodall is the author of ‘Understanding the Voices and Educational Experiences of 
Autistic Young People: from research to practice’.  He has also written a brief article 
summarising some of the key points from his research, which is very informative and helpful; a 
copy is attached. 
 
Away from It All Holiday Scheme Sponsored by the Mothers’ Union 
‘Away From it All’ is a holiday scheme sponsored by members of the Mothers’ Union to help 
families going through stressful times to have a holiday, and who otherwise might not be able to 
afford to take a holiday.  This could be of real benefit to some families in our school 
communities.  Further details are attached. 
 
Bible Stories Portrayed In Cartoon Style Artwork 
Revd Henry Martin works in the Diocese of Manchester and in free moments he enjoys 
sketching and painting.  He has kindly donated his artwork to help you tell Bible stories and 
share the good news of Jesus.  You can download them from here: FreeBibleimages :: 
Contributors :: Rev. Henry Martin.   You might like to try inviting your pupils to add speech 
bubbles and animation to the PowerPoint images, and then to present them during collective 
worship.  One such example, for last week’s Headteachers’ Conference, telling the story of The 
Prodigal Son, is attached.  
 
Bishop Stopford School Growing Faith Podcast 
Hannah Persaud, the national Growing Faith Networks Lead, has put together a podcast with 
pupils from Bishop Stopford School, commenting: ‘The whole team wanted to say thank you 
and were blown away at the pupils’ thoughtful and thought-provoking responses to some really 
big questions.’  Here is the link for the podcast which is now live on the Growing Faith website 
and the Growing Faith Spotify playlist: Growing Faith Foundation | Podcast on Spotify 
 
Black History Month 
Picture News have shared some useful resources about Black History Month, to support both 

PSHCE and collective worship, as attached. 

Also, Dr Krish Kandiah OBE, Director of the Sanctuary Foundation, who will be speaking at our 
Headteahers’ Conference in the summer term, has been in touch to say: 
 
‘We are delighted to invite all schools to join one of our special assemblies to celebrate Black 
History Month.  After a challenging summer where many people of colour were made to feel 
unsafe and unwelcome in their own towns, it is more important than ever to come together to 
promote and celebrate diversity. 
  
This year we are running two Great Big Live Assemblies: one for primary schools (Tuesday 
October 15th) and one for secondary schools (Wednesday October 16th). Both assemblies will 
last 20 minutes and will be inspirational and informative.  We will explore ways we can feel safe 
and welcome wherever we are from and whatever we look like. 
  
Our fast-paced, age-appropriate Great Big Live Assembly for Black History Month will feature: 
- BAFTA-nominated Children's BBC presenter Gemma Hunt, BAFTA-winning 12 year old 
presenter Jeriah Kibusi and award-winning diversity author Dr Krish Kandiah OBE who will be 
hosting this exciting event. 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fattachment-theory.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fhow-schools-can-become-attachment-and-trauma-friendly.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/reactive-attachment-disorder.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fautistic-children.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/away-from-it-all.pdf
https://freebibleimages.org/contributors/henrymartin/
https://freebibleimages.org/contributors/henrymartin/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fbible-stories.ppt&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=B61PNhnJ3sF89nYDhX09J8I81l-HcS1nb0Qs15XEXPW_Qqx1gSxenuBcKgrGJ3vavNeJ7o3SFcgs0kQoBhWaD3-3VyNSwFpO0KoCF5fCKQh5D4jSsWv-cED5BUUiP7LBNjhzU6Vkav10IgtnUEEh1IOjCBBrG_IzXueYdDm-ckw12sFhZbtkYVhOl5KLSir0CBEH108LKc9VzTCKkTqvVsiQcp1OM9OvLnUDRW2ftLLbK2vV9e5iWlvLi2_yVyXZ-t75xtuWHg_YH28E073pNakqqGnbpdSVW5jYUiNtAi-xZAMFwiLKHLT9fizZESBXbg1guyfJB7M9bCXSW0nmRXWBCPznrn64vat-lZV4VAK3kEi6ccS9xY4sVOZWm_t6uWcyntDgjASxtJkFWhNsknT4f5HbpXzC54dZys-TgC13DgBLUAbQHpGpjxghX1rP5cB4lO3u4OIUkmbm1rwrmq5GbEP7BXwI9HU5l4rQ2prV5sRLnuBSiskhhkw_79T0r8XNnHHwJYrxRA8dmuABPj09TVHfCh_K89V8af2JXm5VyiShl06Cbp2vSdnfMqtpah4Eilw6LcWfHHIZpWDjHODjp8wlBeFFG9kRkrY1bpMoMnFqz0-wfqFpFD7i49fYEXoYEVEmuKH5RRQTMpJCfSzlJXiDEn34rH92bsChZtYWaA9CJdWHTa1FUMC_ATFrkhguGykyLJN88BHnquTncyCLdrvOSj9U7eojOjojSDEgyQaCoJ_EDiWyIzo6Ix98VdAgPV-_ui25gBKSX6g
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=lkVCu9C0xDBAxuYAQkUudJ1C4GW-aZFSJrmxq9zb4A0Gy2eNNjKigDNXGuzt4VFMAYL-cPqdXDBDuTyzeR7fxUtJuLta1Bt-xyIgZJOzUbDBasXtABIJlWGXoOcpzyh7SCK1np_GWfeYmr0iAOmIQHenXmpi_-KBgtNSlRGJZsE9GB16MU_5eVQBAbSaLPUg-SgmmurfsXunlRHdam3r6jEaUs3nAnB3M_dYCJJ3X_iBHhruuMWJ_jP3tCvBU7p-874QfcOL5598L-QTLsyvPMWhZwNsLEVpriq_fjmz7GMioEKqmHwrVi_TGT15Skr0VwlFpGcjVMddKAEpFLdyXXwBsWxGUv4n9UL0uevcrrCUabMUHrK7a6TOPywmv9EfAgcThwJI3laA9sGUg_B-gPL4kQRbxUfbA9v4JScxIzo6Iw5eTLLOZbrCwrMGCSM6OiO6_h2ANzyafG96nxxQRvL7
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/picture-news-primary-resource-england.pdf
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- inspirational input from black personalities and influencers 
- focus on this year's Black History Month theme: "Honouring Heroes" 
- opportunities for students to be inspired by Black leaders from around the world. 
- opportunity to ask questions of the panellists and learn about practical things to help make a 
difference in your communities. 
  
The assemblies will be streamed live on Youtube.  It works best if schools are able to join us 
live, but if you sign up we will send you a link to watch on catch up later if needed. A special 
schools resource pack will be emailed out following registration.  Only one ticket is needed per 
school as your link can be shared with other class teachers. 
Free tickets are available for: 
The Primary Assembly on Tuesday 15th of October at 9.05am  
The Secondary Assembly on Wednesday 16th of October at 9.05am.’ 
 
Further details are attached and a promotional video can be found here: 
Great Big Live Assembly Black History Month - October 15th and 16th (youtube.com). 
 
Braunston CE Primary School MP Visit 
What better time than to invite an MP into your school than when a General Election is 
looming.  Well, Lianna Willis, Headteacher of Braunston Church of England Primary School, did 
just that.  You can read more about it in Lianna’s letter to her parents and carers, as attached. 
 
Checklist Before Delivering a Lesson  
Tony Stephens has shared a checklist that new teachers might well find helpful re. lesson 
planning. 
 
Christianity as a Global World Faith  
The Church of England has just launched a new resource for supporting the teaching of 
Christianity as a global world faith.  Ziggy, our RE Adviser, attended the launch event and has 
written a brief article about this, which is attached. 
 
Climate Coalition  
The Climate Coalition have been in touch share their latest film and set of resources for 
engaging children and young people in climate activism. Further details are attached. 
 
CPD School Visits  
We hope the attached map, which highlights schools with well above average pupil progress 

data and / or with excellent / outstanding inspection outcomes in the various components of 

Ofsted and SIAMS inspections serves a purpose in helping you identify possible schools to visit 

for CPD purposes. 

 
Creative School Projects 
Sandy Ettridge has been involved in leading some very creative, rewarding and successful 
projects recently – a bespoke project at Stanion CE Primary School with a focus on courageous 
advocacy, and a project creating visual displays with the children at Flore CE Primary School to 
reflect their school’s vision statement. The work went exceptionally well and the visual 
outcomes look really wonderful.  Every display has involved every child and staff 
member.  Photos are included within the attached PPTs. 
 
Cross-Curricular Literacy and Oracy Guides and Policies  
Please find attached two guides and policies, from Tony Stephens, regarding the development 
of literacy and oracy across the curriculum.  After 20 years as a Head, Tony has spent 15 years 
advising schools, while at the same time carrying out research into the features of schools that 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1007377893397?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/great-big-live-assembly-black-history-month-2024-secondary-schools-tickets-1013424579197
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/black-history-month-assembly.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iqtg05KMyzA
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/braunston-ce-primary-school-mp-visit.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fchecklist-before-delivering-a-lesson.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fchrisitianity-as-a-global-world-fatih.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fclimate-coalition.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fcpd-school-visit-map.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fstanion-ce-primary-school---courageous-advocacy.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fflore-ce-primary-school---christian-vision.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fcross-curricular-one.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fcross-curricular-two.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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make them successful; these are two such papers, arising from Tony’s extensive experience 
and research. 
 
DfE Renews Grants of £1200 for Senior Mental Health Lead Training  
The government has once again announced further grant funding to cover training for Senior 
Mental Health Leads. The grant offers £1200 to eligible state-funded schools and colleges in 
England to train a senior mental health lead.  Further details are attached. 
 
Early Years Update 
The Education Endowment Foundation has published a useful Early Years Update and a copy 
is attached. 
 
Educating our Students about the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict  
May I recommend the following educational resources which colleagues in many Church of 
England schools have found helpful: 
 
http://www.solutionsnotsides.co.uk 
 
https://blog.eis.org.uk/piuc/level-3-4-teachers-guide/ 
 
https://neu.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-
10/NEU3179%20Israel%20_%20Palestine%20_%20Issues%20for%20Schools_0_1.pdf 
 
https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/free-resources/teaching-resources-2#heading-1 
 
Israel and Hamas: What's happening? | Newsround - YouTube 
What is life like for children in Israel and Gaza? | Newsround - YouTube. 
 
In addition, Jane Lewis has recommended some AREIAC resources for secondary colleagues, 
RE teachers and those leading PHSE type sessions or perhaps work with 6th forms, following 
an email from Alastair Ross, Chair of AREIAC.  Alistair has written to say: ‘The South London 
Inter Faith Group recently held an online meeting about the Israel/Palestine crisis with two 
speakers: Dr Chris Hewer, who spoke on the historical background and differing narratives and 
Julie Siddiqi, who shared how the crisis in Israel/Palestine is affecting us here in our own 
communities in the UK. The Group has kindly agreed to share the link to the You Tube 
recording which you may find useful for your own understanding as well as helping to inform 
any teaching or educational work you are doing.  The edited version of the recording can be 
found here: https://www.facebook.com/100079737889190/videos/1738257716668704 and lasts 
around 45 minutes. 
  
You may also like to look at www.togetherforhumanity.co.uk which aims to build a movement 
united against hate, with a focus on fostering a sense of collective unity amongst groups with a 
shared commitment for peace and coexistence between Israel and Palestine. Of course, other 
groups and individuals are committed to this work but this is a new initiative you may not have 
come across.’ 
 
Jane has suggested that the video itself might be suitable for 6th form students, but otherwise it 
would be for staff to watch, to support their teaching and engagement with students on the on-
going issues in Israel and Palestine.  Jane has come across both the speakers involved in this 
conversation and they speak with sound sense and realism.  
 
This is a time for galvanising everyone in our school communities, in partnership with parish 
church communities, to provide help for all those people suffering terribly in Israel and Gaza, 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/dfe-funded-senior-mental-health-lead-training.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/early-years-update.pdf
http://www.solutionsnotsides.co.uk/
https://blog.eis.org.uk/piuc/level-3-4-teachers-guide/
https://neu.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-10/NEU3179%20Israel%20_%20Palestine%20_%20Issues%20for%20Schools_0_1.pdf
https://neu.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-10/NEU3179%20Israel%20_%20Palestine%20_%20Issues%20for%20Schools_0_1.pdf
https://www.quaker.org.uk/resources/free-resources/teaching-resources-2#heading-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5CobYdmt0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwttVeXzAL4
https://www.facebook.com/100079737889190/videos/1738257716668704
http://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=pxPVn9qdyPcbi4kWBOTn22DeIuWegcGFj_qU7vvpo4W3p0Vm2ny7Sn7nBzeTtpK0XYmx4pIOFQzfm4gpbs8xHuIxMUDVs3zVgj6ohLoLGf--bHu68RMA48ZhaUmzvJQdEGosZmwsVBW8N5ICuzOiP8v1N0ytgotRVr32Soy6VKUZpLVlu9aFAN_9U1kJo3qY_GbyLWr-EC8-bTGxDlsbo-hpPol7p0mM3-oIUIusIOEVtQqFh6yHRfcnv-RaHQpr47WzDFBshAEyMl8BZAuMh7TOI2TPPgK4BhX7ov_JU2OoKz4eA6gYv7Y4W1LrL9Cp1YH1-hAyGIovvmIUN_MUz3VI1mvUQe5-oR13gFzr6kqn0VmhLx54tatFQg_5MdhWtxnNeMWiUyM6OiP1BDb9IpQm-JNu9vIjOjoj5j9bd8g4OZL8jFtlfoUY2g
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through absolutely no fault of their own in the overwhelming majority of cases.  In pursuing 
courageous advocacy projects, you may wish to provide support for: 
 
Christian Aid - Middle East Crisis Appeal | Christian Aid 
 
Tearfund - Middle East Emergency Appeal - Tearfund 
 
World Vision - Middle East Emergency Appeal | World Vision UK 
 
Save The Children - Donate to the Gaza Emergency Appeal | Save the Children UK. 
 
Educational Papers Worth Discussing in Staff Meetings - Outstanding Schools, Post 16 
Leadership, Poverty, Disadvantaged Students & Improving Literacy 
Tony Stephens has published a couple of analytical papers on outstanding schools, a similar 
paper on post 16 leadership and management, and two further helpful papers on student 
poverty and supporting Pupil Premium and disadvantaged students.  Tony has also shared two 
guidance reports from the Education Endowment Foundation for improving literacy in KS1 and 
KS2.  Copies are attached. 
 
Outstanding Primary Schools 
Outstanding Secondary Schools 
Post 16 Leadership and Management  
Student Poverty 
Supporting Pupil Premium and disadvantaged students  
Improving Literacy in KS1 
Improving Literacy in KS2  
 
Enterprise Education & Work Related Learning 
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and schools 
news summaries, has also put together a helpful paper on Enterprise Education & Work 
Related Learning, as attached, which secondary colleagues may find particularly helpful. 
 
Features of Outstanding Schools 
Please find attached an analysis of outstanding schools written by Tony Stephens. 
 
FGM 
Please find attached two documents about FGM, one about spotting the signs and the other 
document is a risk assessment tool. 
 
Free Bibles for Schools  
It was lovely to receive news of leavers’ services in July where pupils were presented with 
Bibles.  If you would like to present a free Bible to each of your school leavers this year, or to 
pupils in any other year groups, GOOD NEWS For Everyone would be delighted to provide free 
copies for you.  You can order them here: Bibles for Education | GOOD NEWS for Everyone! 
(goodnewsuk.com). 
 
Garfield Weston Foundation  
Garfield Weston Foundation is a family founded grant-maker that gives money to support a wide 
range of charities across the UK.  In total they donate around £100 million each year.  They 
support a wide range of charities that make a positive difference, working in different sectors in 
the UK.  These include welfare, youth, community, environment, education, health, arts, 
heritage and faith.  Applying to the Foundation is simple and straightforward.  Further details 
can be found here: How to apply - Garfield Weston Foundation. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/middle-east-crisis-appeal?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjaSLz9-8ggMVaI9QBh1nqwRAEAAYASAAEgLCofD_BwE
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/middle-east-emergency-appeal
https://www.worldvision.org.uk/emergencies/middle-east-appeal/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/emergencies/gaza-emergency-appeal
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Foutstanding-primary-schools.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Foutstanding-secondary-schools.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fpost-16-leadership-and-management.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fstudent-poverty.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fpupil-premium-and-disadvantaged-students.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/ks1-literacy-guidance.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/ks2-literacy-guidance.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fenterprise-and-education---work-related-learning.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Ffeatures-of-oustanding-schools.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Ffgm-spotting-the-signs.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/fgm-risk-assessment-tool.pdf
https://goodnewsuk.com/bibles-for/education
https://goodnewsuk.com/bibles-for/education
https://garfieldweston.org/for-grant-applicants/how-to-apply/
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Good Mental Health 
Towcester CE Primary School worked very effectively with their local NHS Mental Health 
Support Team over the course of the last academic year.  The programme the school followed 
included workshops, therapeutic group work, individual support and various events.  Further 
details of this programme are attached, courtesy of Sally Beaton, Headteacher, along with the 
Mental Health Support Team contact details for West Northants, as follows: Mental Health 
Support Team (Children and Young People) - NHFT | West Northamptonshire Council 
(westnorthants.gov.uk); the contact details for the service are listed on the 
page cyp.mhst@nhft.nhs.uk  0300 027 0888  or  0800 170 7055, adding that here is no link to 
the application though, and that further details of how to apply for this support were sent to the 
school from the school nursing team.  Sally has also kindly said that she would be happy to 
speak to any schools that would like to know more or hear about the services offered and their 
impact.   
 
Google for Education 
Google has been making some innovative developments that would benefit schools, and further 
details are attached in this month’s ‘Google for Education’ newsletter. 
 
Health Education  
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and schools 
news summaries, has also put together a template policy on Health Education, particularly with 
secondary schools in mind, as attached, but which primary colleagues may also find helpful. 
 
Health & Safety 
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and schools 
news summaries, has also put together a model Health & Safety Policy, as attached. 
 
How to Lead a Successful Secondary School 
Tony Stephens, who writes our weekly academy and school news updates, once led a very 
successful secondary school and has shared his reflections on how he went about this, whilst 
recognising there are many different ways in which to do this. 
 
Information Advice & Guidance re. Careers Education 
Putting in place a comprehensive information, advice and guidance programme that benefits 
students across all key stages in secondary schools is a significant piece of work which, of 
course, requires ongoing updating.  To support you in this endeavour, educational consultant 
Tony Stephens has together a useful template document which is attached. 
 
Just Finance Foundation 
Following a bulletin feature earlier this year from the Foundation, Paul Street 
(paul.street@jff.org.uk) has again been in touch from the Foundation to say: 
 
‘I contacted you recently regarding the free resources we provide for primary schools to help 
children learn about money – a really important life skill for their future. 
You may be interested to know that we offer comprehensive resources for the whole primary 
age range to engage in learning more about money, tailored to fit with the maths and PSHE 
curriculum.  
In short, we have two main resources: 

• Milo’s Money is our resource for EYFS and KS1, it features a picture book about our 
lovely young dinosaur called Milo who receives some money for the first time and doesn’t 
know what to do with it so proceeds to ask advice from members of his community. This 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Ftowcester-ce-primary-school.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/directory/local-offer/84ad128f-cd8e-4eff-b396-0887223bef54
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/directory/local-offer/84ad128f-cd8e-4eff-b396-0887223bef54
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/directory/local-offer/84ad128f-cd8e-4eff-b396-0887223bef54
mailto:cyp.mhst@nhft.nhs.uk
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/google-for-education-newsletter.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fhealth-education.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fhealth---safety.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fhow-to-lead-and-manage-a-successful-secondary-school.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fcareers-education---information--advice---guidance.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:paul.street@jff.org.uk
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also features a digital game based on shopping and a host of downloadable teaching 
resources and curriculum guidance for mathematics, PSHE, literacy etc. 

• 5 Big Questions About Money is our PSHE resource for KS1 and KS2 and focuses on 
speaking and listening lessons teaching children about money, spending, saving, wants 
and needs, careers etc. It centres around our core questions of: 

o Where does our money come from? 
o How does money make us feel? 
o What can we use our money for? 
o How does our money help other people? 
o How can we look after our money? 

All our resources are completely free for schools.  If you’d like to do a little exploring to find 
out more about us, our website is here: https://www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/schools-hub 
 
You might also be interested to see more about our work with schools, and hear from some 
other teachers through our short video … LifeSavers - The Just Finance Foundation's primary 
school financial education programme 
If you are interested in finding out more, I would love to hear from you.’ 
 
Key Stage 3 
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and school 
news summaries, has also put together a useful guidance document about monitoring and 
enhancing performance across Key Stage 3. A copy is attached. 
 
Leading Schools in Times of International Conflict  
May I draw your attention to the attached document about ‘Considerations for Schools in 
Supporting Pupils and Staff at Times of International Conflict’ from the Church of England 
Foundation for Educational Leadership.   
May I also suggest that this is a time to galvanise everyone in our school communities to 
provide help for all those people suffering in Israel and Gaza through no fault of their own.  In 
pursuing courageous advocacy projects, you may wish to partner with: 
Christian Aid - Middle East Crisis Appeal | Christian Aid 
Tearfund - Middle East Emergency Appeal - Tearfund 
World Vision - Middle East Emergency Appeal | World Vision UK 
Save The Children - Donate to the Gaza Emergency Appeal | Save the Children UK. 
Of course, schools need to remain as politically impartial as they can be, whilst educating 
children and young people about the complexities of international conflicts.  Useful guidance, in 
relation to remaining politically impartial, can be found here: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/61f137688fa8f5058a4b2f44/6.7731_DfE_Political
_Impartiality_Guidance_Pamphlet_WEB__004_.pdf 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/political-impartiality-in-schools/political-impartiality-
in-schools. 
 
LifeSavers Financial Education  
May I commend to you the LifeSavers programme; it is a free financial education initiative 
available for state-funded primary schools.  Delivered by the Just Finance Foundation, 
LifeSavers has been created to help children manage money wisely now and in the 
future.  LifeSavers provide a wide range of classroom resources and practical activities to help 
children engage with learning about money from the beginnings of EYFS through to the end of 
KS2.  All their resources, time and expertise are completely free for schools. Their promotional 
video can be seen here: LifeSavers - The Just Finance Foundation's primary school financial 
education programme - YouTube.  Further details are attached. 
 
 

https://www.justfinancefoundation.org.uk/schools-hub
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https://www.worldvision.org.uk/emergencies/middle-east-appeal/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/emergencies/gaza-emergency-appeal
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/61f137688fa8f5058a4b2f44/6.7731_DfE_Political_Impartiality_Guidance_Pamphlet_WEB__004_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/61f137688fa8f5058a4b2f44/6.7731_DfE_Political_Impartiality_Guidance_Pamphlet_WEB__004_.pdf
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Long-term Transformation of The SEND System 
Tom Rees, CEO of Ormiston Academies, writes, ‘A lack of policy attention on SEND over the 
past decade has led to little improvement in delivery, despite significant increases in 
funding…  Almost 40 per cent of young people are now assigned the label of SEND at some 
point in their school career. This is clearly too high a number to deal with through specialist or 
personalised intervention.  Meanwhile, evidence points to this categorisation being both 
inconsistent in its application and ineffective in attracting the necessary support….’  To read 
more, please find attached a copy of Tom’s article. 
 
Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire & The Role of The Monarchy 
James Saunders Watson, Lord-Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, would be delighted to visit any 
of our schools in Northamptonshire, and to engage in a Q&A discussion with pupils regarding 
the role of the Monarchy.  Also, if your school has a significant anniversary or event, the Lord-
Lieutenant would be happy to visit.  If this would be of interest, please contact me directly.  
 
Luxmuralis 
Piaget’s approach to discovery-based learning, especially when allied to spiritual development, 
can be enlightening and inspirational.  One of the best examples of this, at the start of this New 
Year, can be found in the Luxmuralis exhibition at Exeter Cathedral this January.  Please find 
attached a couple of photos, courtesy of Bishop Mike Harrison, who addressed our 
Headteachers’ Conference in June 2021, and may I also share with you this mesmerizing video 
of Luxmuralis - Time by Luxmuralis: The sound and light experience coming soon to Exeter 
Cathedral.  You might like to consider using the video and images of this immersive art, light 
and sound installation with your school, reflecting upon the awe and wonder to be found in 
encountering Jesus and discovering life in all its fullness.  
Photo 1 
Photo 2  
 
Making Maths Fun – Brian May – Queen Guitarist 
Brian May, who has a PhD in Astrophysics, had a brief spell as a maths teacher at Stockwell 
Manor Comprehensive School in Brixton during Queen’s early days.  In the attached article he 
shares his reflections on teaching maths, which make for interesting reading. 
 
Making The Best Use of Teaching Assistants 
Please find attached an excellent guidance report from the Education Endowment Foundation 
about making the best use of teaching assistants. 
 
National Association of Teachers of Religious Education 
We have been in discussion with NATRE about the best rates they could offer to schools which 
would like to access their very impressive and substantial RE resources.  For 11+ schools 
taking out a membership for the year, they have offered a 30% reduction on their £370 annual 
charge per school.  If you would like to access this rate through the Diocesan Board of 
Education, simply let Alex know via education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk.  
 
Online Learning 
Please find attached a guidance document from Lasse Rouhiainen about online learning. 
 
Peacemakers – Free Support for Peace Education 
Thanks to a grant to promote peace education for 7-11 year olds, Peacemakers can offer free 
support and some subsidised training to primary schools for a limited time.  Colleagues in other 
dioceses across the Midlands, who have worked extensively with Peacemakers, speak very 
highly of them.  Further details are attached. 
 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Flong-term-transformation-of-the-send-system.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/luxmuralis-photo-2.jpg
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fonline-learning.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/educating-for-peace.pdf
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Periodic Subject Area Reviews 
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and schools 
news summaries, has shared a document secondary schools about  ‘Periodic Subject Area 
Reviews’. 
 
Picture News 
Picture News have shared an excellent collective worship resource for this coming week, which 
focuses on the theme of unexpected events from both a current affairs and biblical perspective, 
which is attached. 
 

Picture News – Wildfires in Los Angeles 
Much of what children and young people see and hear in the news can be 
overwhelming.  Providing opportunities for pupils to process, think about and reflect upon what’s 
happening in the world, in a measured way, is so important.  Therefore, I hope you will find the 
attached PowerPoint helpful in exploring the issue of the recent wildfires in Los Angeles. 
 
Planning For The Year Ahead in Secondary Schools & Supporting Literacy In The Early 
Years 
Please also find attached a guide from Tony Stephens about planning for the year ahead in 
secondary schools and a primary school document from the Education Endowment Foundation 
about approaches and practices to support literacy in the early 
years, https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years-evidence-store/early-literacy 
 
PopUK  
PopUK has updated its free singing resources, with more songs that are inclusive, distinctive 
and relevant.  Further details can be found here: Free song resources to start the new academic 
year (popuk.org) 
 
Preparing Children to Receive Holy Communion  
Revd Pippa Madgwick faithfully prepared the children at St Mary’s and St John’s CE Primary 
School in North Luffenham to receive Holy Communion over many years, and has now retired, 
and Pippa has offered the attached materials for schools and clergy to assist in this.  We hope 
that many more children in our schools will be offered such an opportunity and trust the 
attached resources prove to be beneficial. 
 
Baptism and Admission Service 2024 
Preparation Sessions 2024 for Receiving Holy Communion  
Preparing Children to Receive Holy Communion 
Teaching Booklet for Admission to Holy Communion  
 
Pupil Premium 
For the updated ‘The EEF Guide to the Pupil Premium’, see: 
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/documents/guidance-for-teachers/pupil-
premium/guide_to_the_pupil_premium_-_2024.pdf?v=1727884053. 
 
Pupil Premium Primary School Guide   
Please find attached a guide from Tony Stephens for primary schools considering how to 
maximize the Pupil Premium. 
 
Pytchley CE Primary School Spiritual Garden and Library Opening 
Ashley Scott, Executive Headteacher, and colleagues at Pytchley have been celebrating the 
opening of a new spiritual garden and library.  You can read more about it here: Kettering 
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https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fpicture-news-collective-worship.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fpicture-news---wildfires.pptx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fsecondary---plannign-the-year-ahead.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years-evidence-store/early-literacy
https://email.popuk.org/76M0-I9LI-3808CDAE75C1A2C2YOAKPBB5EEF22E3313B37/cr.aspx
https://email.popuk.org/76M0-I9LI-3808CDAE75C1A2C2YOAKPBB5EEF22E3313B37/cr.aspx
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fbaptism-and-admission-service-2024.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fprep-sessions-2024-for-receiving-holy-communion.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2Fpreparing-children-to-receive-holy-communion.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/teaching-booklet-for-admission-to-holy-communion.pdf
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/documents/guidance-for-teachers/pupil-premium/guide_to_the_pupil_premium_-_2024.pdf?v=1727884053
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/documents/guidance-for-teachers/pupil-premium/guide_to_the_pupil_premium_-_2024.pdf?v=1727884053
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https://www.northantstelegraph.co.uk/news/people/kettering-village-church-school-welcomes-new-bishop-of-peterborough-to-open-garden-and-library-4639640
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village church school welcomes new Bishop of Peterborough to open garden and library 
(northantstelegraph.co.uk) 
 
Raising Attainment in Secondary Schools & Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development in Primary Schools 
Please also find attached a guide from Tony Stephens about raising attainment in secondary 
schools and a primary school document from the Education Endowment Foundation about 
approaches to supporting personal, social and emotional 
development, https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years-evidence-
store/personal-social-and-emotional-development. 
 
RE Newsletter 
Please find attached a copy of the first RE Newsletter from our new RE Adviser, Ziggy Brown, 
which has gone out to all RE Subject Leaders.  It is full of details of courses, resources and 
great practice. 
 
Reducing Staff Workload 
A recent SecEd Newsletter offers some great ideas and examples for reducing staff workload 
- https://email.sec-ed.co.uk/q/12Jpfhcq2XxXgAnbOlX72n5l/wv. 
 
Research into School Attendance  
Ensuring pupil attendance returns to pre-pandemic levels is proving to be challenging in many 
schools.  Please find attached a plethora of research reports on this issue, as you chart your 
way forward this year, which I trust you find helpful. 
Schemes of Learning 
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and schools 
news summaries, has also put together a guidance document about schemes of learning, 
particularly with secondary school KS3 and KS4 curriculum in mind, as attached . 
 
School Photography 
Brian Irvine, the former Headteacher of Staverton Church of England Primary School, now 
provides a school photography service.   Brian offers website and prospectus update 
photography for schools at budget friendly prices.  He also offer portrait photography for 
schools, but only small schools, as he is a one man band and processes it all personally.  This 
portrait photography service is priced to be affordable for all parents / carers.  Further details 
are attached. 
 
Secondary School Attainment Culture & Early Years Communication and Language 
Development 
Please also find attached a guide from Tony Stephens about establishing and maintaining an 
attainment culture in secondary schools and a primary school document from the Education 
Endowment Foundation about supporting communication and language development in the 
early years - https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years-evidence-
store/communication-and-language. 
 
Secondary School Data Tracking and Underachievement Intervention & Mathematics In 
The Early Years 
Please also find attached a guide from Tony Stephens about data tracking and 
underachievement intervention in secondary schools and a primary school document from the 
Education Endowment Foundation about mathematics in the early 
years: https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years-evidence-store/early-
mathematics. 
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Secondary School Outstanding Guide 
Please find attached a guide from Tony Stephens for secondary schools in pursuit of Ofsted’s 

outstanding grade. 

SEND Matters 
Please find attached a collection of valuable SENCO guides, courtesy of SEND Matters, re. 
working with parents and carers, annual reviews, primary – secondary transition and Ofsted. 
SENDCO Guides – Annual Reviews  
SENDCO Guides – Ofsted 
SENDCO Guides – Primary – Secondary Transition 
SENDCO Guides – Working with parents and carers  
 
SEND Teaching Assistant Audit 
Please also find attached a template which could be useful for auditing the work of your SEND 
Teaching Assistants and supporting their professional development. 
 

Solutions Not Sides 
May I also commend to you Solutions Not Sides - Home | SNS.  Solutions Not Sides is an 
education programme that exists to provide humanising encounters, diverse narratives and 
critical-thinking tools in order to empower young people with the knowledge, empathy and skills 
to promote dialogue and conflict resolution, and to challenge prejudice in the UK. 
 
Staff Induction Guidance 
Please also find attached a guidance document, suggesting a framework for staff induction, that 
could be a helpful comparison for checking your current school programme against. 
Successful School Leadership 
Please find attached a helpful paper published by the Education Development Trust on 
Successful School Leadership, written by Christopher Day and Pamela Sammons. 
 
Teenage Instructional Videos 
In the best interests of broadening our secondary school extracurricular offer and supporting all 
who are bringing up teenagers, may I commend the following series of teenage instructional 
videos: 
Toilet Roll Changing - Teenage Instructional Video #1 (youtube.com)  
Dishwasher Loading - Teenage Instructional Video #2 (youtube.com)  
Hanging Up Wet Towels - Teenage Instructional Video #3 (youtube.com) 
Turning off lights - Teenage Instructional Video #4 (youtube.com)  
Vacuuming - Teenage Instructional Video #5 (youtube.com) 
How to get your teenager out of bed - Teenage Instructional Video #6 (youtube.com) 
 
The Difference Course for Secondary Schools  
We live in a conflicted and divided world and the Difference course is a great way to help 
students work through their differences in a constructive way.  Difference is a free, six-session 
resource that equips students with skills to cross divides, navigate disagreement and build 
welcoming school communities.  Further details can be found here: Secondary Schools - 
Difference: Make your faith count in a complex and divided world. 
 
Transforming Attendance 
Marc Rowland, who spoke at our Headteachers’ Conference in November, recommended a 
publication he had written, which is available free of charge, called ‘Transforming Attendance In 
Cornwall’.  A copy is attached.  It’s an invaluable resource for all school and trust leaders. 
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https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/transforming-attendance.pdf
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Understanding Christianity Evaluation 
Dr Rachael Shillitoe of Birmingham University has written an insightful evaluation of the popular 
Understanding Christianity course which is used in so many of our schools.  A copy is attached. 
 
Vision Project at Stanion CE Primary School  
At Stanion Church of England Primary School they have been working creatively on a project 
linked to their vision.  Their vision is at the heart of all they do, and they wanted to ensure that it 
is a vision that all stakeholders within the school and wider community know and 
understand.  Further details of the project are attached. 
 
Ways To Improve Classroom Management 
Please also find attached some advice on how to improve classroom management from Tony 
Stephens.  After 20 years as a Head, Tony has spent 15 years advising schools, while at the 
same time carrying out research into the features of schools that make them successful; this is 
one such paper, arising from Tony’s extensive experience and research. 
 
Ways To Improve Your School 
Tony Stephens, the educational consultant who puts together our weekly academy and schools 
news summaries, has shared a document from St John the Baptist School entitled '500 Ways to 
Improve Your School'.  
 
Wellbeing Best Practice 
The Ethos Committee and the Church Council at Stanion Church of England Primary School 
have worked together to plan a well-being project that has culminated in the publication of 
‘Stanion’s Book of Well-being.’ It’s inspirational! I hope you enjoy reading it and find it helpful for 
promoting wellbeing in your school community. A copy is attached. 
 
Working in Partnership with Parents and Carers to Meet the Needs of Children and 
Young People with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
The National Association for Special Educational Needs (Home page | Nasen) has produced a 
very helpful booklet about ‘Working in Partnership with Parents and Carers to Meet the Needs 
of Children and Young People with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities’ and a copy is 
attached. 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
SPIRITUAL INPUT 
 
BBC Broadcast of Pentecost Service from All Saints’ Northampton with Bishop Debbie 
and Father Oliver Coss 
If you missed the BBC’s live broadcast from All Saints’ Northampton, and would like to view the 
Sunday service from All Saints Northampton with Bishop Debbie and Father Oliver Coss, here’s 
the link: BBC iPlayer - Pentecost - 2024: A Celebration for Pentecost. 
 
Daily Hope  
If you would like to receive a daily scriptural reflection to inspire you, may I recommend the daily 
emails and podcasts from Daily Hope with Rick Warren - Devotional - Pastor Rick's Daily Hope, 
which are often featured on Premier Christians Radio and UCB Radio. 
 
Premiership Football Stars Sharing Their Faith – Bukayo Saka & Raheem Stirling 
England and Arsenal star Bukayo Saka spoke over the summer about how his faith sustained 
him with the resilience that he needed to find through a very difficult time in his career, after he 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/evaluation-study-of-understanding-christianity.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/vision-project-stanion.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fd3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net%2F61e5d3ec43e94%2Fcontent%2Fpages%2Fdocuments%2F99-ways-to-improve-classroom-management.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/ways-to-improve-your-school.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/ways-to-improve-your-school.pdf
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/well-being-project---stanion-ce-primary-school.pdf
https://nasen.org.uk/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwe6UqKaEigMVhpZQBh3-pg7AEAAYASAAEgJ20fD_BwE
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/working-in-partnership-with-parents-and-careres-re-send.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m001zh35/pentecost-2024-a-celebration-for-pentecost
https://pastorrick.com/devotional/
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missed a penalty in the Euro 2020 final against Italy three years ago, and which also helped him 
to score a crucial penalty in England’s Euros quarter-final shoot-out win against Switzerland. 
 
Most recently, Raheem Stirling has gone on record as saying, ‘My faith is massive to me’, after 
getting baptised this summer.  When the new Premier League kicked off in August, he became 
the centre of one of the biggest transfer stories, deemed surplus to requirements at Chelsea, 
and made a deadline-day move to London rivals Arsenal, where he now joins fellow Christian 
Bukayo Saka. 
 
The Good Shepherd Prayer Space – Finedon Mulso CE Junior School 
Creating inspirational prayer spaces for our children is so important for their spiritual 
development.  Finedon Mulso CE Junior School recently created a bespoke prayer space 
entitled ‘The Good Shepherd’, to help the children think deeply about their school vision, which 
focuses on children learning together, enabling them to ‘live life in all its fullness’, based on 
John 10 v10.  Further details are attached. 
 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/61e5d3ec43e94/content/pages/documents/the-good-shepherd-prayer-space---finedon-mulso.pdf

