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To all headteachers, teachers, staff, governors, parents, clergy and (last but certainly not least) children of our Diocesan Church of England Schools


May I wish you a Happy New Year, from me and all at the Diocesan Board of Education. I hope you had a good Christmas and managed to find at least a little time to pause, breathe and relax. 

For many years, one of the Christmas pleasures in our family has been to watch ‘The Muppet Christmas Carol.’ Other than some obvious changes to the original work of Mr Dickens (like the addition of an extra Marley and the larger-than-life comedy that always accompanies the Muppets) it’s a pretty faithful account of the transformation of Mr Ebenezer Scrooge. At the start of the film (and the book), he is described as “a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone Scrooge. A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner.” That’s quite a statement. By the end of the story, he is “as good a friend, as good a master and as good a man as the good old city knew.” Before Scrooge finds himself back in his own (somewhat bleak) home, he says to ‘The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come’, “I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.”

If you’re wondering what New Year’s Resolutions to make, how about being determined to honour Christmas in your heart and keep it all through the year. What does that mean? Well, it simply means bringing the loving, giving, peace-making, life-changing values of Christmas into our daily lives. That is something that so many of already do day by day in your school communities. They are not only Scrooge’s values, but they are hallmarks of a Church of England School. 

Thank you for making our church schools such wonderful places to be. Whenever I have the opportunity to visit one of our schools, I am struck by the vibrant reality and positivity of the Christian ethos in action.  A warm welcome; children enjoyably on task; teachers continually going the extra mile; enthusiastic singing; genuine care; a united community. These things do not just happen, and I am grateful for all that YOU do to make your school the brilliant place that it is today. Thank you. 


At the start of this new year, with all the challenges facing us (personally and across the world) let’s bring a new determination to honour Christmas in our hearts and keep it all the year. May God bless you with lives that bring the loving, giving, peace-making, life-changing values of Christmas into our school communities day by day. 


With my thanks and my best wishes,
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The Venerable Richard Ormston
Archdeacon of Northampton and Chair of the Peterborough Diocesan Board of Education
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