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Asbestos & You - HSE

As you are well aware, asbestos is still present in a significant number of
buildings, including schools. It is often hidden away in difficult-to-reach
areas, which can make safe removal complicated and expensive.

Asbestos safety is not straightforward. There are legal duties, health
risks, and practical considerations to balance.

How confident are you in your understanding of asbestos?

Take the quiz to find out:
https://hse-hse.involve.me/asbestosandyouquiz

Ofsted and Al

Ofsted has set out how inspectors will consider artificial intelligence in
schools and care settings. Al is not judged as a separate issue, but
inspectors will look at how its use by staff, pupils and parents affects
safeguarding, data protection, equality and children’s day to day
experiences, both positive and negative.

Key points

« Ofsted does not inspect Al tools themselves, only their impact on
children and learning.

« Providers are not required to use Al; decisions must be sensible
and child focused.


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkM2K3DAQhJ_GvoQx-rNsH3RISAZyzgOYttS2tWNLXrU0MHn6kPmBEBb2WF9VV0PBcYwBdjQXeIPJnyjHhHOKIdPpSNEVm30MtTNOtcPEajS806JrO8ZZjTv4bXS4-Sum2-idkbpTTMteq_7pemcEb7WWfOhfbEciWHDMtwPNA00pgrNA-RlJSLEkix_eE74XDA_zhcp0b_vxV337r-wjZzWdFqybYXC9w1lJtJoPANYCimnm3NXeCCZazjljWknRNYo7Lqd2Rqa5nFlbKXZ5m_aGYMalQHI-LD6QXWPcqLGxKZd6M2vOB1XyayXOlTivhKeVsPHhGrcrNjtW4gw0IeVIENwtlvfif9evjQiDwzS6uIMP5tN3yRyYMTUWQt7wVil211NMsSzryflokbCJabmn0frDY8iPmQfFmeK9rMnn5_KqaznrW1Fn88tn_PLzeyXkP_hqxJ8AAAD___qNxYY&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C9c73c4679c7743a63a9908de202476c8%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638983538184880018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fgxQo4aKw7Y%2BUPojqVAYtAs001OqQ8RoU4vSmD9cRhk%3D&reserved=0

e Inspectors may check policies on pupils using Al for homework
and coursework.

« Risks considered include data protection, safeguarding, bias and
discrimination.

o Evaluation focuses on leaders’ decision making and the effect on
children’s experiences.

You can find their information here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsteds-approach-to-ai/how-

ofsted-looks-at-ai-during-inspection-and-requlation

Safeguarding Update and Review
Thursday 27th November 2025, 4.00-5.30pm (live online session)

This live CPD session is for DSLs and school leaders who want a
focused safeguarding update and structured time to review their term’s
work.

In the first part, I'll provide a clear, practical update on three key areas
this term:

« new safeguarding requirements in early years

o the Operation Encompass mandatory guidance

« staff behaviour and professional boundaries, drawing on the
review into the conduct of headteacher Neil Foden

The focus will be on what these developments actually mean in practice
and what schools need to do next.

In the second part, I'll help you review this term’s safeguarding work
using the five Rs of effective safeguarding — Risk, Response, Refer,
Record and Reflection — so you can identify patterns, spot pressures and
identify a small number of priorities for next term. This is not supervision
and we won't discuss individual children.

You'll leave up to date on key changes, with a simple 5R Termly
Safeguarding Review you can use with SLT and governors, and a clearer
sense of what needs to happen next. Although it's best experienced live,


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcuK3DAQRb_G3gQZPW3PQouExJB1PqCRpbKtaVul6NFN_32YfkAIA1nWOaULqmtiPAVzgD6bdzN7kgsmWBKGkklM6KotHkPrtJPqbaYtaDb0fFADZbSFw_j95GD3F0i3k3da9IOkvRh7OT6td5oz1feCvY0vdkDOZoVTuUXQDzQnNM6aXJ4rCTLWZOHT9xl-VwgP-UJ1vqf9-Ji-_RP2mdn0wvlgQS1KSeNGp4RaGDhGR-B06Mex9ZpTrhhjlPZS8KGTzDExqwVoz8RCVSPp-X0-umwWWKtJzofVh2w3xD13Frt6bne9lRJzI742fGr4dL1euxUvXT03fFrxAikcEErDp1jn3Vvzce_c8AmXXMBlYmJMaOxGChLjGz5teCUPSXbEcyamEOOJq8mHlfiQI9xLIyY4kmCt-z2zfV09Q3CQTg4P44P-7weSjlAgddaEssOtkfQ-z5iwrhtxHi1k6DCt922wPnoI5VHcm2RUslG02Zdnl3JQjI6Kt0X_8gW-_PzecPEXvmj-JwAA___cm-Ke&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C9c73c4679c7743a63a9908de202476c8%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638983538184899685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vBaDThwNmyeIPw68CBImdbisER88UoV9A51ZKN0e7UI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcuK3DAQRb_G3gQZPW3PQouExJB1PqCRpbKtaVul6NFN_32YfkAIA1nWOaULqmtiPAVzgD6bdzN7kgsmWBKGkklM6KotHkPrtJPqbaYtaDb0fFADZbSFw_j95GD3F0i3k3da9IOkvRh7OT6td5oz1feCvY0vdkDOZoVTuUXQDzQnNM6aXJ4rCTLWZOHT9xl-VwgP-UJ1vqf9-Ji-_RP2mdn0wvlgQS1KSeNGp4RaGDhGR-B06Mex9ZpTrhhjlPZS8KGTzDExqwVoz8RCVSPp-X0-umwWWKtJzofVh2w3xD13Frt6bne9lRJzI742fGr4dL1euxUvXT03fFrxAikcEErDp1jn3Vvzce_c8AmXXMBlYmJMaOxGChLjGz5teCUPSXbEcyamEOOJq8mHlfiQI9xLIyY4kmCt-z2zfV09Q3CQTg4P44P-7weSjlAgddaEssOtkfQ-z5iwrhtxHi1k6DCt922wPnoI5VHcm2RUslG02Zdnl3JQjI6Kt0X_8gW-_PzecPEXvmj-JwAA___cm-Ke&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C9c73c4679c7743a63a9908de202476c8%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638983538184899685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vBaDThwNmyeIPw68CBImdbisER88UoV9A51ZKN0e7UI%3D&reserved=0

an on-demand recording will be available afterwards for all registered
delegates.

Places cost £59+VAT and can be booked here:
https://event.webinarjam.com/qgv91z/reqister/9kor9ugbqg

Question of the Week

If the age of consent for sexual activity is 16, why do we still have
safeguarding laws and expectations for 17 and 18 year olds
particularly around:

« relationships with adults in a position of trust
e sexual exploitation
o sexual images?

Answer

Even though the age of consent is 16, 16- and 17-year-olds are still
children in safeguarding and child protection law.

Positions of trust: adults working in schools and similar settings have
power, influence and authority. A sexual relationship between a member
of staff and a student under 18 is a criminal offence because the power
imbalance means the young person cannot genuinely give free consent.
Other people in a position of trust include sports coaches, faith leaders
and social workers. (See 'The Sexual Offences Act 2003 (as amended in
2022)]

Sexual exploitation: a young person can technically consent to sexual
activity and still be groomed, coerced or exploited. The law recognises

that 16- and 17-year-olds can be targeted and manipulated, so we still

have a duty to see them as children who may need protection.

Sexual images: it is illegal to create, possess or share sexual images of
anyone under 18.

In safeguarding, we do not think ‘they are basically adults now’. We
remember they are still children in law, and that these extra protections
are there for good reasons.


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkU3r3CAYxD-NuZQNvsccPLS0gZ77AYLRJ667iaZqUrafvnRfoJSF_3F-M44wj9m2MZoV9NVczBROpaYMc06xltOWk9ttDSk2Tjsu-gk3oEknaSc6THADqwnL6GAJB-TbGJxmsuNYMiW5errBaUqElIz06sVWKMV4GOttA_1AU07GWVPqM5KhpD1bePu-wM8d4sN8oX26t337q778V_bOOWsrhQHRK0UExUZ1MwE8U8v6jpN5BtUETTEVhBCMJWe0azlxhE1iBiwJm7FAHF8v09oWM4PfTXYh-hCLPae0lNamdr82iz7XuhXEPiM6IDrAAbG2v2AK0eSLWVubVkQHf_TkN6JDBh9KhYzo0F9T7ncvfPPaq0B0kEeXVhOi_vDrrDeokFtrYl3ghji-6ynltPvzyYVkoUCbsr-nwYYtQKyPyXtOMCeKNSXU5xV4JwhWgjZV_wgVPn3_iij7Bx-a_gkAAP__IFPHUg&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C9c73c4679c7743a63a9908de202476c8%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638983538184917446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=64RYVwa%2FQUWuadlVUrLNax7ejLATh7Jmv3UtFVXa904%3D&reserved=0

Charity Wing Walk for Alex, The Leukodystrophy Charity

More donations always welcome!

Back in May | told you that my wife, Kate, and Bryony, her business
partner at Harbour Counselling were intending to do a Wing Walk to raise
funds for a small charity supporting children and adults with
Leukodystrophy. Bryony and Kate are therapists and worked closely with
a young person with Leukodystrophy and their family.

Donate here

Wing Walking is very weather-dependant and unfortunately the first (and
second) flights were both called off. Further delays getting slots mean
that it wasn't until last Sunday (2nd November) that they were finally able
to get airborne.

Leukodystrophies are rare genetic disorders that mainly affect the white
matter of the central nervous system (ie the brain or spinal cord). They
affect people of all ages and backgrounds, most notably children.
Leukodystrophies are usually degenerative and in many cases, this sadly
means a reduced or limited lifespan.

See Kate's video here



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkMvK2zAUhJ_G3hQb3W0vtGhpA133AYwuJ86JbcmV5AS_fflzgVJ-6ErMN6M5MGbbxmBW0LO5GotNLjHBOcVQcrOl6HdXMIbaay_kYEkNmnaKdbIjlNSwGlxGDwveIB0jes1VJ4jivRL9y0WvGZVKcTr0b7ZCzmaCsRwb6CeyKRrvTC6vSIIc9-Tg0_8Zfu8QnuYb7fbR9uNDffun7DPnopnnnhkyGAUWOANpPOcgSd-JwVtOa9SMMEkpJUQJzrpWUE-5lWcgivIzkZUg89WubTZnmHaTPIYJQ3aXGJfcutjuc73oSylbrvjXip0qdrrf7-11z2XCG4apdXGt2KmA-XhmU6Cx6YjhaGj9XilD8JBGH1eDQf_3YNIbFEitM6EscFSCPLSNKe7TpfEYHWRoY5oeaXC4IYTyHHoQlAja8zpjeW0vOklJL1ld9C8s8OXn94rxv_BNsz8BAAD__wHrxIQ&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C9c73c4679c7743a63a9908de202476c8%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638983538184952360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GYtcy2SPVDAVkspkiUHY8fuxLpCKcVjmwlJZczGPX%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
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It would be fantastic if you were able to donate to Kate and Bryony's Just
Giving Page for Alex, the Leukodystrophy Charity here:
https://www.justgiving.com/team/kate-bryony-1

Kate and Bryony flew with Classic Wings at the Imperial War Museum Duxford.

Parental Use of Cannabis (Kent Safeguarding Partnership)

Clear Minds Safer Homes is a new Kent Safeguarding Children Multi-
Agency Partnership campaign that challenges the myth that cannabis is
“low risk”, highlighting how parental use can undermine supervision,
decision making and emotional availability, while also potentially
exposing children to illegal activity in and around the home, including
drug dealing, unsafe adults and potential police involvement.

Use of cannabis can lead to:

¢ Impaired supervision and decision making: being intoxicated or heavily
stoned can reduce a parent’s awareness of risks, delay their responses, and
make accidents or neglect more likely.

¢ Emotional unavailability and inconsistent care: regular use can affect mood,
motivation and engagement, so children may experience unpredictability, poor
routines and reduced emotional warmth.

Find the resources here:
https://www.kscmp.org.uk/quidance/clear-minds-safer-nomes

Report: England Schools Online Safety Policy & Practice
Assessment 2025 (SWGTL)

SWGfL’s new national analysis of online safety in England’s schools
shows steady improvements in digital safeguarding, but also highlights
persistent weaknesses in leadership training, community engagement,
and collaboration with external agencies.

Almost half of schools report no engagement with external stakeholders
around online safety, and nearly 41% provide no online safety training for
governors.
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You can read the full report here:
https://swgfl.org.uk/360report2025/

Forthcoming Courses
Advanced Safeguarding for Designated Safeguarding Leads

"l just wanted to say that | thought today's training was absolutely
fantastic. By a mile it was the most engaging training | have done."

Next live online Advanced Safeguarding Course:
Wednesday 26th November 2025 Book Online

The on-demand version is available year-round and is updated
regularly Book Online

Take a look at our other courses here:

https://www.safequardinginschools.co.uk/availablecourses

Many of our online courses are available in Safequarding.Pro with full-

year access included.

Are you a busy DSL with no time?

Need a place to ask questions. find support and download resources

Click here and join Safeguarding.Pro today!
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