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Potential Safeguarding Course for Parents   

Thank you to everyone who responded to my email on Friday with 

suggestions for topics for a safeguarding course for parents. Your 

suggestions were really, really helpful.  

I've talked a lot recently about the importance of helping parents 

understand the world in which their children are growing up. I think that 

there more we can do, the better, but of course, this is very time-

consuming, especially alongside all the other expectations on schools. I 

thought a video course might help. 

There are so many topics that could be included and your suggestions 

will help me try to focus on just a few 'popular' ideas to start with. 

If you didn't get chance to share your 'top three questions' that a parents' 

safeguarding course could include, you can still do so here:  

https://www.impactmonitor.co.uk/parents 

 

NEW Safeguarding Course for Governors - Free to access 

for Safeguarding.Pro members 

The guidance documents for governors have been updated; 

other guidance has been updated or reviewed and so I thought it would 

be useful to offer a new seminar for governors. 

I will be presenting a live seminar for governors on Wednesday 24th 

April 2024 7pm - 8:30pm. To register, please login into your 

Safeguarding.Pro account and share the link with your governors that you 

can find in this comment here: NEW Safeguarding Course for Governors 

 

https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=zzvmno2uNbeXExw1YQTK6lBA61UyOug-Ms8jxIalOux4XKJhVvRQ554TnwTsv8fBa0xZUZflSFwgh9RuZXoKgiQw3qHa7N6MfXa13KKkowvLk0mu_2zvDwzt-yBvJF6EmTtVnq348ccyWRuaDI3Bd1aXT7e_Tp1XOb4hmqN2q6AVVNX8VNk521JHdN8KbfTEfmBoVIVnS65FlYpijQYmgCr1KMrV2k0gvzG763RxGhiI3PbEXJKuowJwNVhjy7XLJrGzDKLr2-MPcsmK7PAl5oL_kvz1WCdJTXCtxEkxe6EtaKbRF8E7nExgKknO4gPFuHiNbuwI78JpOTvW6zOtJYtvW1FFwMwzQ9inCXWuyAVTDQqXSqkvIEh0suH0BaKaeK0S_n7c_qWAbyQ_UHrqM9f9DwB2FuT7fmXSZCMyRjboalUVg4TXLJkjv8qV5KQrggOrhY4gMogaaIpy2Em5RNx8FcawySGUsl0dA4YwYsgrdOMt7mL_H7ICUrtuUtMl37jEVUi_izdCzGx_j2Q7Ow3T38vg-6DWU1SOkj1qY_5-wde0mLMRiNI7ioMFNluZ_tqwTdwefty-cwmHWup3Ezsf8ikZKKLymqt4Zw7UY4qpyfpQ4B0r6HEoq26bVSbxeKPorArMytvO3cZtiti7sh7QqaARnAwqpwC7G4Wolbs64I6DmkXDhzfDdt09vX2t_KWZ0vHQxBp0UFVTJynNlIAkrqDN_WZfr7FLJOmfA2TAIwly45ZCeh1nEA6zMvpqHlAkPOveAPeKs9s4nkPOIuoshWJm9FnjY1994n5hgl0V_LYyeGmj7P_p4hI0cIPnlC0me96FmdBpvb7zaDhZIq9ljPAVf30HMuygL0VfV7JlmO0o5epF8l9bBrVLuF_I6IfoUeJxFt5HveNhGmJN_OxNlIGAtf78gQE4cc1WB1Jtzv1HHmhbTBJ0bMd_mtSvmHc2WUziytHaiwduDO-RNeqiTPlPoJpaZ-54VsAYdU3tlTiFj7nAbPditFJlPEFJ06QayU0JSNU8q09TKpwHDGEwaDji0doj_hOHp5rPUwiTHjeuZQLSaBY5fsMzY0fWQzqJSw-_h8rXA6J41f5gSQkL8LedCpW7RwO-9TJG4JhMtKo8laopuo_o6gxbIibrMOdXFNBMxrK5Izo6I6PG0ruZQ2OlfktRhSM6OiMaNTZzTYX9mjfQznq3E_jI
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=ZheN35l1Qn-MWcvEwocciiIwBm8xKdbfmq7y-XkCkO7f6Y6jbQ-hvhAwlla5rEsl9xkWS9DRMOYPg8kf67l_fam_PW-GmbpBwX7Tx6UIe5-_a3iR9HhOw_LxqX0cNnrqVROvvjEYNfhfQ_wbqtVmJsgvIU6quO5xJyMcdBGdWWnpsmV7mw784XYddqy_mLobx9DI9d277j5cFcOV8Jq3rbhkaVdiqDqgpewkGNZwSax7un3g3N8F7PjwHXPlL3PBjAhYw4vCTbjWuaKC-_n5Y7fodR9aJkXpWUEn9mTBSmWST0vNfwLFvHCC-ZdRNlOfvWnZQt-y9kmMJu0n5n6rT4OyMIktW5C--bZnKHeXmU4Rv77zK3e2WrLfGZ_k1IZhfno5SFyZitVQeyWa_g-osJM5k3-LzzxQFIqmqnB8pibIcm8gg2puVODLgJg2I2mHEW6Q0SrVOa17hc3_auTVmDwetkLbersd3SqnZhob16Bi88jK2bCnOTVjzbldEwhwjUFrEeKBVOqeA20aHyCBA-EeDUHIkODti8ufoYalienQ7zoxuNpnYZn2e14t6svmfM8sz81foIgXZi4NRHAARxZ_iALrdsWGMe-jt7s1gQjoXP1iLzWpS1VxutuvyE4WmxNHzCZNngVp7ii8nDux7v-x-Q0ZOJG2oiVE83LXpitxvPRt1pCC4O0j3K7bCHeu88vqwchVYC-wplzBzzWU-6bF2Mm1m4_-TRwV5z6Bz6SrGjYLEf6URZocs_Pz4uHUWvj-JXMMImADNi1rCmsUqM6zQ01ZgIlGv-Eaz1LC8Mi_9wNvS_j2XzO5uXobO_u194ZsD6S66F05bgEeFbTzCtKXVJzj4xLOQ2HS9ixdtARVGJKYKx1sn0d3fWiRLhgBuMyOvikLvDZiKnW678a5GcfseoofOV6S4zzE13d-gRKrpXuoD7XQN_p9cvNxN9OPjRtAFCGhCk83jgfVPia-FvEyoRMJI3vk1uaOjX82aSgbVjKgz9ShxhAimPWXFnqs2iSfjne7WZXmBqwGFDEWtLAjiDzw3g5orOCtrYSlrafW-Qv-towVGJAEVhoAc1YxzATcw2tOudmDcfGfF2EqxutPhNur0uSqcZ04NsIXhhlYWcvosK-LQLPXulI9lqJt9B5S4945s79eqq6zYdYSCDLq6Z2zpUEFWIGmD5Yhhzg-Izo6I-KfH6nUjptmOhBJmCM6OiMB0tQDRBCHnedTuyClzguH
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=bE-qTTQo41YKASqL6tQqYpKTnRCRKKF969YB4dI9thfFAi-Qqecwz4bACyJcSDJU4U5JmWFqgpCbbnD7ppttS60O94ASY_bGJti4H0UTMNQ1ioWXZJ5bdlJBFoZZw1MWgr7bb8jlQ7bTXoY_f3RmDbb0cO1qG2x4oS_Xahpzkj81DBPMig_ENDJDUQ6Nj81drfkFd53XalhIHQnhgsYiKqmnwY7lz9Rr65U7ZxLqemrMBHe0sfdYavcP9O6q0OXQaVFJqULLVGkFH8G8hIsKdMelTiHyjtDvmGM-9YJNraYfiWpM-5h6oMgBOWEEmbguSfpb5arljYwT5NmOiLs7R6ndptWivmm_jyMewJsniXSA5i-r_0E3dibWJEbremCEhrxcNn4d5miErXx-5swwAyPte_nNTNur9F0StmpT_-pBNCyoPeNy6hBnpMcGoqr0s54zKES5MS7UMvtK2n7RL28q-bi7BfeQWSlFFamUhpOKHjhwC9DXDOAqsENsuQ5OJSQl46gIrmegNcm-vU4FXjD-k_qv6Q65JZagcAYGLyOxfGq4Zd4iZpshb0m-AZYvr7dJtEc3gal4QF0kOKjb8RjpAHfVRkO283zYD7I59kmUAUB125Don45jgcCyr_r482MNuTWKIy6MOrsbIeogTwun-VP_XczAwyTKnjBdKpDp-qIVGFwZsKSpqWgeSfJOJ-_Hsbi1KdRt9na7yrFsLse7ndtlSr_aLtx1X3Qdz-Ri3cxHHtu3oC9QmA4ns8FlJV3wwdHEswfW89pqhSHUQBhTnB46HEYeMLM55ubDKKmzR_SsKq_FBqV7lm8J6sjJXSgSaOGxRTBQJUvrRaE7sgkWS3ysDxd7VOn7YOXDWN2VMhXKDm643DqvUeRFwQjh1cr7q_9U_uFeiKwIdtJv-m46Xiy4HjpNKDKY-8rLloavx9CzPA8H_c2GawxMlmF4SgWdKKjz4W2kK7aiXYy7QG0wtZmv2W9IRbS78TLtj31HpMxiRTWSRENXuJdIe75V4OBTwellA_4dWulcmKc3yFT50fNwvYvzqdX6AqEoOpCYh57IafONh7EmXQ9hlUpm2ilNBBmLCikvfRt6i1i6bxBk3w3z63Iv7BEUCTPCPF4qTsAv9SM6OiMGiFpRufQgVoSE0UwjOjojUoMePaE47T65IZIzPrGCnQ


If you are not already a Safeguarding.Pro member, you can join here: 

joinsafeguarding.pro 

 

Staff Question of the Week 

According to a recent Ofcom report*, what percentage of children 

have had a social media account setup for them by a parent below 

the age of 11? 

Fifty-eight percent - the top five most popular being: YouTube (33%), 

TikTok (18%), WhatsApp (17%), Snapchat (14%) and Facebook (9%). It's 

worth noting that on 11th April 2024, WhatsApp is changing their 

minimum age to allow children aged 13+ to use the service (down from 

16). WhatsApp offers end-to-end encryption - a security feature that 

scrambles messages to ensure no one can view the contents. 

How much do children (aged 8 - 17) spend on video games 

(including in-app purchases)? 

The Insights Family* data (Ofcom, 2023) suggests that children aged 8-

17 who spent money on video games (including in-app purchases) had 

spent an average of £38 in the past month. 

Further research 

*The Ofcom report makes fascinating reading across a number of areas 

of children's media use. You can download it 

here: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/media-literacy-

research/childrens 

You can interrogate the data here: https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-

and-data/media-literacy-research/childrens/children-and-parents-media-

use-and-attitudes-report-2023/children-and-parents-media-use-and-

attitudes-report-2023-interactive-data 

 

When do children have their first mobile phone?  

On Saturday, I briefly saw a question in a quiz show on TV (The Wheel) 

which asked 'At what age do most children get their own mobile phone?. 

A choice of answers was given, the correct one being 7 years old based 

on a research by Childwise. I was surprised by this because the research 

I had seen indicated that it was at the age of 9. This led me down a rabbit 

hole! 

https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=v8kQaUslp2UTLS-A9I1UO3-uu-uMxEXsEREamORysCNxFP48K3cF0Nn5h-0looIjJfVkA-xpdUHBiZsvNwn80FQZ4EoLJrXisSQngXSih7Exum9wF-u_fiK7ma7CBXzat52aofsRTnNGWu0fLQrBPDGNuvL2UPAVhO1_LOA6ZtNeF85bGptU-shAgQa8veHcYNCYKxJpJlHKUnQiaJogp-WGLvFy1wVg3FcfhiMT2-PbPcOOLQ1TfqkEUvl60wF84qeaJxSJo3f5Yw_ZE1pkanmJHimefjziufeImmehX3Cdb1IZESkyGyMvOGmoTbJh1FRGTBKMTmzOuHX7K5mt9OjvP7jU-9oUTg8MX3_-FqfBFjr-pXBEouQs-zCgcOgTu8AxXHuE_ISZt_yRPO7wM6GsJpyyOWHdrisErni9XrkbpHk3-nZkYysnmg_BLicPpiyil7G1Wt9JoYJeiGH1KVuJwhL6nXQ-Ck-BjZd4sXpT9qjJDtM6FKHKUc_IHjDKNxNYOqNLVGMlVlgPDBc23ZfAO8xSNkOeM1smPmb7yw_ef0B3FhlIU1YsjnAF2Tq-tnlBFht2NAmRCgi3LvYHOIbc3gcbv78q5Rb8H7zV-gckP1DeQFxt1mlN_GanvsPuUAA2zNmDNmD8riZ5kiVpSAhs9ekZZwAQZUganhs2owXgIG5QARyPd80w-FMrv2cyXw3LePBlu9B40vJt6haXyIiTnGMV_STjw8w-4YnJHSV6EudioP8q9pCcytWxIXtlr0ammPzqUHDIcZUNAFCrIE4k7B1CW7JSpxJQOwS-0n1vsNj_aqeO4W4XBnNFPD_boJw50W3o8v-LJXpuPiDNeFzd4rbE9FEnaJ5SOD4XoARYpBUt97sFowdfe5aDLHFfEhkE1guf9FMUjrbyPdkaByhGRTYBYWTo9-yDF_0dk7FIY574ZnRdcabPKvPX4988LQuEqA0h_59OnSTAzIfGw0LZETxfgc5fwPf-c0jqkrqTTSGaHmin7eYo98DUGWlZcbLplSIUrq-PAKQSYhLyGIgdr_Xe8BZ-fosMHaLMmjo2Hab3bTm8ugGtttkopiq3DMhu-BtdwW2TkeEWUxfHqyCdPqATB00wIAqVQA6mpgFBSSwJPZcjOjojk_L_dGETiMhFoBcHIzo6I4eXUEiQXaVO4Mt3uOoT-N0
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=gChPq05f7m1fEuKlJYyy7aCsN0rRzXf6SaKJC8G20PhNjvAuezRMrpj_kuLcsTFiWLYpq0wHG2NJl3eWByA97syJFIBiAv475dXEv-IvnDd2b50t0gXu8rer695DTJn3Xr6m8A3YVP_HKooMaR26XvJs6eO0nS3Sp0OS69DapR5E6W5f8SveO3WGxhyueEdQqCmIyzoLroLWrKiHBB4l8IQDc3UY0KuhnKbwhD6JwBEoQifq37Cth5IUuIxyCZ2jmNFM-kO1c_Esu_3t_A1Arn3lKhDEAP6FBA9ZmY7GIUMBOzDV7yjVuReNL0Z9VBkSstGF98gxJGkJekg1UEhP6fqYC20QN_CQg8NVuGbJTaFgELy3kVg0hZNQAhsrWKRKjWhGb6H9_MhAwJx5FEzj7S6MF_SUBuAOMWLK18QhkUhjMSKu_hpK9dFzBwc0Jxtc8gkA9M4FDuxJVDXlN_VEOA-5ZFrnUKipR6j9SCRdyZaPWePz-bsRa-KjgRI5_KOZG9HIn-Xb6Lwiu6AkATDWYUKVGg0s4NoIS-2z_0lEcZR-1bi1WIm4vbwlKwn6_UbNSxpkdyhA_cfAEy3b4d_xj1VMQ4y246bwJldtwbNLfCYWRxhwb3ht55XewBlis_xSAxIZptfWUH0KKaXpsWC13FSDKpvjMR7O_itqVhe4CA2paRKJc6hZgSOFklUw_Dot-gPgNu3J7u7PwpPDRCoecCdzxf2H_GbjV7aZi-mfGR6ma9Om21VBS0MKslyMycPTROB1oyHs5oMuZdzcyiUFHj_WwTKjO13h0hKcngV53VrPHDHIAsmWO_dAgSGDyr4waNionuNi5k3igsGoHbq3UoA2nr6HjCHlaXSE1KUZnMfzV0SzNe92vHPFxSm4EIueM7dN61d2Y-lNP-N6216w4xw6KbjW7zzSAoXYJlFFCSLVqMzHeREaZcs5kGry4ffXtHiZVK-Ul-XcmXipIySocohAbHsLjqbnc60eUDnG-c7osEqUz6szlYN9tvi2gXn-CFtJbDBiwjG6E5Lx9tRT2bkWvGJ1TFcYcsYE5XJIwMr7d5YsWGhlBFaJqWUsC1P17Q6sC63dXE1fSfD72iP6XUM5wuzorKV8nguPXXn1hYip11gq2KFvb_jzV3ZKLECSyyOnK04FRn30H-HRFK_ap9Sdffx1ZoelvohLJ-0hGNx1VCXXGYpf-BgjOjojwzl6y4rt_uNj3afSIzo6I1FBqOa-H9dLmiMx_E8DZfg
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=gChPq05f7m1fEuKlJYyy7aCsN0rRzXf6SaKJC8G20PhNjvAuezRMrpj_kuLcsTFiWLYpq0wHG2NJl3eWByA97syJFIBiAv475dXEv-IvnDd2b50t0gXu8rer695DTJn3Xr6m8A3YVP_HKooMaR26XvJs6eO0nS3Sp0OS69DapR5E6W5f8SveO3WGxhyueEdQqCmIyzoLroLWrKiHBB4l8IQDc3UY0KuhnKbwhD6JwBEoQifq37Cth5IUuIxyCZ2jmNFM-kO1c_Esu_3t_A1Arn3lKhDEAP6FBA9ZmY7GIUMBOzDV7yjVuReNL0Z9VBkSstGF98gxJGkJekg1UEhP6fqYC20QN_CQg8NVuGbJTaFgELy3kVg0hZNQAhsrWKRKjWhGb6H9_MhAwJx5FEzj7S6MF_SUBuAOMWLK18QhkUhjMSKu_hpK9dFzBwc0Jxtc8gkA9M4FDuxJVDXlN_VEOA-5ZFrnUKipR6j9SCRdyZaPWePz-bsRa-KjgRI5_KOZG9HIn-Xb6Lwiu6AkATDWYUKVGg0s4NoIS-2z_0lEcZR-1bi1WIm4vbwlKwn6_UbNSxpkdyhA_cfAEy3b4d_xj1VMQ4y246bwJldtwbNLfCYWRxhwb3ht55XewBlis_xSAxIZptfWUH0KKaXpsWC13FSDKpvjMR7O_itqVhe4CA2paRKJc6hZgSOFklUw_Dot-gPgNu3J7u7PwpPDRCoecCdzxf2H_GbjV7aZi-mfGR6ma9Om21VBS0MKslyMycPTROB1oyHs5oMuZdzcyiUFHj_WwTKjO13h0hKcngV53VrPHDHIAsmWO_dAgSGDyr4waNionuNi5k3igsGoHbq3UoA2nr6HjCHlaXSE1KUZnMfzV0SzNe92vHPFxSm4EIueM7dN61d2Y-lNP-N6216w4xw6KbjW7zzSAoXYJlFFCSLVqMzHeREaZcs5kGry4ffXtHiZVK-Ul-XcmXipIySocohAbHsLjqbnc60eUDnG-c7osEqUz6szlYN9tvi2gXn-CFtJbDBiwjG6E5Lx9tRT2bkWvGJ1TFcYcsYE5XJIwMr7d5YsWGhlBFaJqWUsC1P17Q6sC63dXE1fSfD72iP6XUM5wuzorKV8nguPXXn1hYip11gq2KFvb_jzV3ZKLECSyyOnK04FRn30H-HRFK_ap9Sdffx1ZoelvohLJ-0hGNx1VCXXGYpf-BgjOjojwzl6y4rt_uNj3afSIzo6I1FBqOa-H9dLmiMx_E8DZfg
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=10Ldf_CfLDm3FMoYl3a91alz1o_jbTwWD9vxfzAm3RK2DgTLKNq4PJKbrmdMi5zBqwRF-y3FLYTrGn5vewhrFFFK_aufZvHFzEpmnEUV7ZR6tKYJDIao1xwdSKtniVXDxcdtEH3ppXgib3YdKbr_GvDg5-bi2y5AyIixQRhm6TR_GDY5PdxtVLvmkxU3kXPaGBdOaZeAci8stgpb1SgxdyRt-pmGRbB_udVBe-TDAaR8Wd7eXvcPhTsIDlFjmppWq6YsaUAwMy-RSmCeAhLcswmbjgpiWsbuLlX6XQlrxIm9D9zuRFKrZhW9DF_hht4Jvp_8UNxoYJV0-QjgTbsve-HPUWRrCQj5OkikXoLUAJdAFhZV9Lwq2xzPeV9sBm37rKjfmZkzAMKtoqgpQ7hUCqM1ZzT-NXMlBM1G3besiH3Tim5FzOQ3f1MkG3GNJQ70K2r49SksnzLhWmQr3FQXzx3aC9nj2rUtInuhYfr3NC8U4lLi9XOEpjEYNNskJOrprul1L8EKShlKGEyCbb4hSNI-1guZMaI6eGVuzEBw-pWmW_TieEjrcRqODtGoIkm00mQyYzYb5MK-cj18v4JCIIzct89AbQH8wI7ZfQG6f1BB9O0AWi743MPBkaZv_jp0kY0LCGxWCMKR3YGrK9oVUtIrMN_7BK2pMsrVA4iL5e_dEGljTf3yg2IYg05WzwumTqPq-kzZqnuWxxZbJJazYnke0-EAQXGDOpFrQCaczINP1q9WNtCojd0IuGlGfMrEB4UDnaAJMD_N1EqWy40uRzQYFvp4Cwl9yonO7Uu0TLpm2Y5ybL5afaO82VFuZCydKnPSZtR-aeuDIJU0o9NxUO4ojMJhVNwnRp_Y_N_A6UmrA2aI7OyKGhpqaVq9-3FZzVpTvHY8jXJA81uY7WNIgO5LPF_kPFlyP3nADZqB7JTLBHADyZB-G4imMlEU8yqw5u3ETM7DafX2bA4ACy1yaFH7ILefjmBE-Vpynq05iAG3trgUX-nItaTC2K5DUN7HM3VpPemV_igVeRnCsKMmJfwmRxvdzuXMw1RTgNMN4erp-JK_rO5M4nCeg76md97ew-KMBopiya6w-ZyANwIMkc_pf35S9sC9C14k8_s-z2Y0XAtYCqivbjaMwYXk4JY3npmSnCvTwo3JfV4tXqjDM3JKfHYQdPc-Y3SedvV2lxM0bzXcHj5SmVkx1Yv_57_2qTqG4acRh1DhQqk1-LmYVr6VJT_94Lf35YXHtgdYDvQF0RBw1VUM_ipYlyUWVm6cIzo6I3iPd-BJvtz3NgPXaSM6OiNYoBYclMrnUelcTUYKEWpR
https://atpscan.global.hornetsecurity.com/index.php?atp_str=10Ldf_CfLDm3FMoYl3a91alz1o_jbTwWD9vxfzAm3RK2DgTLKNq4PJKbrmdMi5zBqwRF-y3FLYTrGn5vewhrFFFK_aufZvHFzEpmnEUV7ZR6tKYJDIao1xwdSKtniVXDxcdtEH3ppXgib3YdKbr_GvDg5-bi2y5AyIixQRhm6TR_GDY5PdxtVLvmkxU3kXPaGBdOaZeAci8stgpb1SgxdyRt-pmGRbB_udVBe-TDAaR8Wd7eXvcPhTsIDlFjmppWq6YsaUAwMy-RSmCeAhLcswmbjgpiWsbuLlX6XQlrxIm9D9zuRFKrZhW9DF_hht4Jvp_8UNxoYJV0-QjgTbsve-HPUWRrCQj5OkikXoLUAJdAFhZV9Lwq2xzPeV9sBm37rKjfmZkzAMKtoqgpQ7hUCqM1ZzT-NXMlBM1G3besiH3Tim5FzOQ3f1MkG3GNJQ70K2r49SksnzLhWmQr3FQXzx3aC9nj2rUtInuhYfr3NC8U4lLi9XOEpjEYNNskJOrprul1L8EKShlKGEyCbb4hSNI-1guZMaI6eGVuzEBw-pWmW_TieEjrcRqODtGoIkm00mQyYzYb5MK-cj18v4JCIIzct89AbQH8wI7ZfQG6f1BB9O0AWi743MPBkaZv_jp0kY0LCGxWCMKR3YGrK9oVUtIrMN_7BK2pMsrVA4iL5e_dEGljTf3yg2IYg05WzwumTqPq-kzZqnuWxxZbJJazYnke0-EAQXGDOpFrQCaczINP1q9WNtCojd0IuGlGfMrEB4UDnaAJMD_N1EqWy40uRzQYFvp4Cwl9yonO7Uu0TLpm2Y5ybL5afaO82VFuZCydKnPSZtR-aeuDIJU0o9NxUO4ojMJhVNwnRp_Y_N_A6UmrA2aI7OyKGhpqaVq9-3FZzVpTvHY8jXJA81uY7WNIgO5LPF_kPFlyP3nADZqB7JTLBHADyZB-G4imMlEU8yqw5u3ETM7DafX2bA4ACy1yaFH7ILefjmBE-Vpynq05iAG3trgUX-nItaTC2K5DUN7HM3VpPemV_igVeRnCsKMmJfwmRxvdzuXMw1RTgNMN4erp-JK_rO5M4nCeg76md97ew-KMBopiya6w-ZyANwIMkc_pf35S9sC9C14k8_s-z2Y0XAtYCqivbjaMwYXk4JY3npmSnCvTwo3JfV4tXqjDM3JKfHYQdPc-Y3SedvV2lxM0bzXcHj5SmVkx1Yv_57_2qTqG4acRh1DhQqk1-LmYVr6VJT_94Lf35YXHtgdYDvQF0RBw1VUM_ipYlyUWVm6cIzo6I3iPd-BJvtz3NgPXaSM6OiNYoBYclMrnUelcTUYKEWpR
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Childwise are an industry company and their reports aren't 

available without charge. However, other information is available. 

An article from the University of Birmingham says, 'There is wide variation 

in the timing of when children acquire their first phone. According to [the 

2022] Ofcom report on children in the UK, some acquire their first phones 

as toddlers (17% of 3-4 year olds) or young children (28% of 5 to 7 year 

olds), and others during adolescence (age 10 onwards)...By [the] age of 

17, 100% of adolescents have a mobile phone. This variation likely exists 

because the decision to buy a child’s first phone is not straightforward, 

and may occur after weighing up several factors for each individual child, 

rather than taking a one size fits all approach. While there is variation, the 

Ofcom report showed that most children acquire their first phone between 

the ages of 9 and 11, during which phone ownership rises from 44% to 

91%.  

Ofcom have been tracking media and device use by children for the past 

nine years. The more recent Ofcom report for 2023 shows the age of first 

smartphone as being 9 - 11. (This data shows a decrease in the age of 

first ownership.) 

Children and parents: media use and attitudes report 2023 (Ofcom), page 

7, shows ownership of a smartphone as: 

3 - 4 year olds - 17% 

5 - 7 year olds - 20% 

[9 years old - over 50%] 

8 - 11 year olds - 53% 

12 - 15 year olds - 96% 

16 - 17 year olds - 98% 

*The Ofcom report makes fascinating reading across a number of areas 

of children's media use. You can download it here: 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/media-literacy-

research/childrens 

Further reading 

Researchers at the University of Birmingham have published an 

interesting study 'Smartphones, Social Media and Adolescent mental 

well-being: the impact of school policies (2023)' as part of their ongoing 

research called the 'SMART Schools study'. You can find this study here: 

https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/13/7/e075832.full 
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Did Someone Forward this Safeguarding Briefing to You? 

If you would like to receive your own copy of the Safeguarding Briefing, 

simply go to: www.safeguardingbriefing.co.uk 

 

Guidance to Legislation Around Sexual Images   

In the briefing we frequently feature resources around raising awareness 

of and explaining the effect of nude images. Particularly when shared in 

the form of sextortion, revenge porn, deception etc. However, 

understanding the labyrinthine nature of the law in regards to this topic is 

difficult even for practitioners and commentators. The UK Council for 

Internet Safety, in collaboration with the Department for Science, 

Innovation and Technology has produced a guide to the legal framework 

used to deal with this area. The guidance has been updated this month, 

and so it's a perfect time to take a look. If interested, please follow the link 

below:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-

nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-

people/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-

working-with-children-and-young-people 

 

Respond to the online sexual harassment of school/college staff (SWGfL 

/ UKSIC / POSH)   

Sadly, examples of online abuse are not unusual. For school staff it can 

be extremely distressing when pupils are involved in the creation of fake 

accounts, online stalking or writing insulting or intimidating messages and 

posts. When these incidents happen, the Professionals' Online Safety 

Helpline (0344 381 4772) can be very helpful in dealing with this material 

and can expedite getting it removed from view. 

Now, the Professionals' Online Safety Helpline (SWGfL) and partners, UK 

Safer Internet Centre, have published their guidance in document form.  

The guidance can be downloaded here: 

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/how-to-respond-to-the-online-sexual-

harassment-of-school/college-staff/ 

The Professionals Online Safety Helpline is open from 10am - 4pm on 

weekdays on 0344 381 4772. More information can be found here: 

https://swgfl.org.uk/helplines/professionals-online-safety-helpline/ 
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NEW Video seminars on Safeguarding.Pro 

I've recently added a couple of new videos into Safeguarding.Pro on the 

following topics. 

 Fabricated and Induced Illness or Perplexing Presentations (27 mins) 

 Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment (8 minutes) 

If you are not already a Safeguarding.Pro member, you can join 

here: joinsafeguarding.pro 

 

Medical Tracker 

The start of the year has been busy for Medical Tracker, after winning an 

award within the 'Leadership & Management Solutions' at the BETT 

Awards in January. They have now reached over 2,000 schools, with 1 in 

12 schools now going paperless for their first aid records with Medical 

Tracker. Medical Tracker is also excited to announce the launch of their 

new medication stock control tracking feature, designed to provide 

schools with real-time visibility into their medication inventory for 

students, staff, and emergency supplies on-site. 

Schools can now: 

 Set-up automated alerts to notify staff when medication levels are low or 

depleted. 

 Notify parents or carers instantly to replenish medication supplies. 

 Access to a live overview of remaining medication quantities. 

 You can find out more here: https://www.medicaltracker.co.uk/ 

 

Forthcoming Courses 

Advanced Safeguarding for DSLs 

This is a four-session course for DSLs over a full-day. The course is 

offered live and as a recorded replay. When the course is live, there are 

plenty of opportunities to contribute with observations, questions or 

answers. As a recording, the interactions from other people are included 

and feedback notes that this makes it feel like you are not on your own. 
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"I just wanted to say that I thought today's training was absolutely 

fantastic. By a mile it was the most engaging training I have done." 

Next live online courses are: 

Wednesday 17th April 2024 Book here  

Tuesday 14th May 2024 Book here  

The on-demand course is always available and is updated after each live 

session Book Online  

Live and in-person 

Remember that you can book Andrew to share his Advanced 

Safeguarding for DSLs' Course at your own school or organisation. The 

group size can be up to 25, and to spread the cost, the group can be 

made up of people from more than one school, so why not invite your 

neighbours! Email office@safeguardinginschools.co.uk to enquire. 

Conference Speaking 

One of my favourite activities is sharing my presentation as a conference 

keynote. The talk is, of course, centered around safeguarding, and also 

includes examples from my learning as a teacher, headteacher and 

consultant in a wide variety of schools and organisations. 

Other available online courses include: 

 Whole School Safeguarding Course 

 Safeguarding Refresher 

 An Introduction to Cybersecurity 

For further details, go to: 

www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/availablecourses 

  

Until next time, keep safe, 

  

Andrew Hall 

Specialist Safeguarding Consultant, 

Director, Success In Schools Ltd.  
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