




Festival of Creation in Christ
September brings with it a rich opportunity to celebrate God's gift of creation. This year, many churches across the Church of England will be exploring the new Festival of Creation in Christ resources, which invite us to see the whole created world through the lens of Christ. They remind us that creation is not simply a backdrop to God's saving work, but is gathered up in Christ, through whom all things were made and in whom all things hold together.
This season also coincides with our many different Harvest celebrations. Harvest is a time to give thanks for the abundance of God's provision and for all those whose work enables food to reach our tables. It is also an opportunity to reflect on our responsibility to care for the earth and to ensure that its gifts are shared justly. As we thank God for the fruits of the earth, we are invited to consider how we can play our part in cherishing creation and supporting those who lack life's basic necessities.
I encourage churches and individuals throughout the Diocese to make use of the Festival of Creation in Christ resources this autumn, which you can find on the Church of England website. Whether through worship, preaching, study groups or community events, they offer fresh ways of celebrating God's creation and deepening our understanding of our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ. My prayer is that, through this season, we may grow in wonder, thanksgiving and hope as we seek to follow Christ, the one in whom all creation finds its purpose and fulfilment.
[image: ]With every blessing,


The Rt Revd Debbie Sellin
Bishop of Peterborough
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O God and Father of all that was, is and ever 
shall be, 
help us to be thankful for all that is made 
at the hands of your Son 
and through the wisdom of your Spirit, 
that we may care in heart and in deed for the 
life of our world, 
to the praise and glory of your holy name.
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