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Remember, remember…

[image: ]On 5 November 1605, Guy Fawkes was caught in the cellar beneath the House of Lords with 36 barrels of gunpowder. If the gunpowder had been successfully ignited, it would have completely obliterated the House of Lords, killed everyone inside, and devastated central London over a 500-metre radius. Fawkes gave a fake name, John Johnson, but was later “encouraged” to give his real name and the names of his fellow conspirators. On 31 January 1606, he was taken to Old Palace Yard in Westminster to meet a prolonged death, but fell from the scaffold, dying instantly. In January 1606, Parliament passed a Thanksgiving Act making 5 November an official annual day of public celebration and church services. Over the last 400 years, the religious and state thanksgiving has become a public festival of fireworks, sparklers, toffee apples, and burning Guys on large bonfires. Something so significant has turned into a celebration, where parliament, democracy and Fawkes are largely forgotten.  

Jesus is similarly forgotten in England today. Perhaps one thing we all need to “remember, remember,” is to put Jesus back where he belongs. Advent is more than a calendar; Christmas is more than presents; Easter is more than chocolate. Start the day with Jesus and end the day with him. It’s all about Jesus, and we miss out when we forget his beautiful presence in our lives. Or, as CH Spurgeon said: “To breakfast with the Lord and sup with him also is to enjoy the days of heaven.
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The Venerable Richard Ormston
Archdeacon of Northampton
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